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Note: Getting your AIT-related news item or announcement published is easy and free: To submit
AIT news items to the e-Bulletin, e-mail them to pssu@ait.ac.th. Remember to include such relevant
details as complete contact information, who, what where, when and why, and to spell out any abbre-
viations or acronyms. Deadline for Friday publication is 4 p.m. Thursday. All submissions will be
edited for content, style and suitable headline. ALL THE TEXT MUST BE SUBMITTED IN WORD
FORMAT.

News for this week:
- Web link to 3 April 2008 Board of Trustees meeting papers
- Ramayana Ballet: "Sinta Rescued"
- Saudi delegation visits
- AIT?s 50th Anniversary Logo and Slogan Competition
- CALL FOR PROPOSALS for the Franco-Thai Cooperation Program in Higher Education
and Research
- Inception Workshop on Thai Jasmine Rice Production Project
- Doctoral Examination
- Revised ESCAP Statistical Yearbook for Asia and the Pacific released
- Job vacancies

Web link to 3 April 2008 Board of Trustees meeting papers
The Board of Trustees will meet at its next meeting scheduled to be held on Thursday, 3 April

2008 at the Asian Institute of Technology. Please be informed that the proposed agenda, together with
the related papers, are available at the below web link:
http://www.ait.ac.th/about/board-of-trustees/board-of-trustees-meeting-documents/board-of-trustees-
meeting-3-april-2008/

Please note that the PowerPoint presentation, as provided in the agenda under the Report
from the AIT President, will be posted prior to the meeting.

Ramayana Ballet: "Sinta Rescued"
AIT was recently treated to the delightful pageantry of the popular Ramayana Ballet, along

with other Indonesian dances from Indonesia on 17 March at the AIT Conference Centre Auditorium.
The special event was presented by the Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia in partnership with the
State University of Yogyakarta (UNY). The Golden Jubilee Fundraising Campaign team was success-
ful in its talks with the Embassy of Indonesia in bringing this show to AIT. On this special occasion,
the auditorium was packed to capacity and included many members from the diplomatic community.
The guests to AIT were welcomed by Mr. Sanjeev Jayasinghe, Director of the Fundraising Cam-
paign, followed by a welcome address by the AIT President Professor Said Irandoust. In his speech,
H.E. Mr. Ibrahim Yusuf, the Ambassador of the Republic of Indonesia, informed the audience that
2008 was "Visit Indonesia Year". He also highlighted the role of the fundraising campaign in bringing
this troupe to AIT to perform. The Indonesian student Ambassadors of the Golden Jubilee fundraising
campaign, Ms. Vivi Megawati, and Mr. Donald Hun were hosts for the gala evening and led the
audience through the show.

The show began with the music of the gamelan, a traditional Indonesian musical instrument,
followed by the Golek Ayun-Ayun dance from Central Java, the Rantjak from West Sumatra, and
Trunajaya dances from Bali. The dances were performed by 17 artists from the University of
Yogyakarta and from the Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia. The highlight of the evening was the



"Ramayana Ballet", which was performed beautifully and described the kidnapping of Sita and her
eventual rescue by Prince Rama who slays the demon king Ravana. The audience was indeed en-
thralled by the magnificence of the show, the costumes, and the traditional Indonesian music and
singers.

At the end of the show a vote of thanks was given by Mr. Sanjeev Jayasinghe.  President
Said Irandoust felicitated Mr. Sugeng Mardiyono, director of the dance troupe who is also the Rector
of the State University of Yogyakarta (UNY). H.E. Mr. Ibrahim Yusuf, Ambassador of the Republic
of Indonesia, thanked President Irandoust for providing such a platform to artists from Indonesia and
presented him a token of gratitude.

Saudi delegation visits
On 18th, March, 2008 Mr. Nabil H.H. Ashri, Charge d' affaires and his colleagues from the

Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia, Thailand visited AIT. During the visit  the delegation met with Prof.
Said Irandoust, President of AIT; Prof. Vilas Wuwongse, Vice President for External Relations; Dr.
Khin NiNi Thein, Vice President for Development and Resources; Dr. Joydeep Dutta, Associate
Dean SET; Prof. Sivanappan Kumar, Dean SERD; Dr. Rian Beise-Zee, Acting Associate Dean,
SOM; Dr. Jonathan Shaw, Director AIT Extension; Mr. Sanjeev Jayasinghe, Director Fundraising
Campaign; Mr. Tenzin Rabgyal, Program Officer; and Ms. Manjulika Bhatia, Proposal Writer;
Golden Jubilee Fundraising Campaign (GJFC).

President Irandoust introduced AIT to the delegation, highlighting the programs and courses
offered and the possible areas of interest to students from Saudi Arabia. The discussions focused on
possible areas of partnership that could be forged between both AIT and the Royal Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, a country with whom AIT is pursuing a relationship for the first time. This relationship is
being cultivated by the Golden Jubilee Fundraising Campaign under its strategy of "Image Building
and Networking".

The possibility of joint degree programs, faculty exchange programs, and student exchange
programs with Saudi universities was explored. Also discussed was an idea for an AIT-Saudi Arabia
Endowment Fund, which could be initiated for Saudi students and which could include tailor-made
courses on offer at AIT.

The AIT President suggested that a meeting for ambassadors of Arab countries in Bangkok be
organized to explore possible collaborations that might be in-line with AIT's new strategy to collabo-
rate with Middle East and Central Asian countries. The president has shown keen interest in collabo-
rating with King Abdullah University of Science and Technology. Mr. Nabil H.H. Ashri, Charge d'
affaires; Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia expressed his sincerest gratitude to AIT in arranging for their
visit to AIT.

Mr. Nabil stated that under the Saudi Arabia's government policy of "Looking East" AIT could
avail of opportunities to collaborate with various organizations, government agencies and institutions
in Saudi Arabia. He suggested that AIT prepare an initial concept note to be sent to him, which he
would send to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Saudi Arabia for dissemination to the respective
ministries and universities. To further discuss the AIT proposal, in the near future an AIT delegation
plans to visit the Royal Kingdom of Saudi Arabia through appointments arranged by Mr. Nabil H.H.
Ashri.

After lunch the delegation was taken on a tour of the campus and they were very impressed by
the facilities and the support given by the various governments to AIT.

AIT?s 50th Anniversary Logo and Slogan Competition
The year 2009 will mark AIT's 50th Anniversary. Over this period, the Institute has produced

more than 15,000 highly-skilled engineers and scientists and many have eventually become leaders in
their own countries/organizations.  Therefore, this is a time to celebrate and reflect on AIT's past
achievements and contributions to the Asia-Pacific Region, while preparing the way for the future.

To kick-start the grand celebration, the AIT's 50th Anniversary Task Force has organized a



Logo and Slogan Competition for the AIT's 50th Anniversary. This winning design will be the 'Face
and Identity' of the celebration. It will embody the true essence of AIT: it's internationality,
multiculturalism and its importance in the Asia-Pacific Region through research and academic excel-
lence for the past 50 years, as well as, AIT's future mission and vision.

The design of the logo and the slogan (either done by individual or team) will be judged as one
entity. A grand prize of 10,000 Baht and a plaque is on offer to the winning piece.

This competition is open to all members of the AIT community: AIT students; AIT Commu-
nity School students and alumni; Current and former AIT Faculty & Staff; AIT and AIT Extension
Alumni from around the world; AIT friends and donors.

Entries may be submitted in hard copy to ERCO Office (c/o Khun Ball) or in digital form to
scpo@ait.ac.th cc: cwat@ait.ac.th

DEADLINE: 31 March 2008
Criteria of the Logo and Slogan
The logo and the slogan must meet the following requirements:

* The logo must be identifiable.
* If abstract, the logo must be simple and clear in concept.
* It must convey the true essence of AIT: it's internationality, multiculturalism and its importance in
the Asia Pacific Region through research and academic excellence for the past 50 years, as well as,
AIT's future mission and vision.
* It must be distinctive in the quality and originality of its visual image and not offend any national,
cultural or religious sensitivity.
* The concept should have relevance to the AIT Vision & Mission.
* It must adapt well to electronic and printed media, to reproduction on small surfaces, and to use in
color, both in positive and in negative form.
*  It must be an original work
* It must be free of any copyright or other intellectual property claims.

Submission format
* The Final Design can be submitted in hard copy or in digital format.
* If in digital format it should conform to the following guidelines:
* The final design must be submitted as a scalable vector format EPS (Adobe Illustrator, Macromedia
Freehand or similar), therefore no half-tone (photographic or bitmap) images will be taken into con-
sideration.
* Please also avoid the use of gradients (including elements such as drop shadows) unless created
inside a vector program.
* All designs shall be submitted in electronic form as:
- JPEG or PNG.
- 00 DPI, 1200 x 1200 pixels.
- In color (RGB).
Get excited! Let's celebrate! 2009 marks AIT?s 50th Anniversary

CALL FOR PROPOSALS for the Franco-Thai Cooperation Program in Higher Education and
Research
In order to encourage exchanges between French and Thai higher education institutions and research
bodies, as well as to develop sustainable collaborative research activities, the Joint Franco-Thai
Committee launches the present Call for Proposals.

Each proposal should be jointly submitted by a network formed at least by two distinct part-
ners on each side (two Thai and two French higher education or research institutions).

Deadline for submission is 19 May 2008. AIT is eligible.
All information, guidelines and submission forms are available at

http://erco.ait.ac.th/public-information/countries-regions-organizations/europe/france/call-for-propos-
als-franco-thai-cooperation-program-in-higher-education-and-research-2009-2011/view



Inception Workshop on Thai Jasmine Rice Production Project
A CSO-CGIAR (Civil Society Organization - Consultative Group of International Agriculture

Research) - funded project linking Thai jasmine rice farmers with markets using participatory action
research for sustainability of rain-fed lowland rice-based system of Northeast Thailand, is organizing
its Inception Workshop on 27 March 2008 at Milton Bender Auditorium from 9:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.
AIT is partnering with the International Water Management Institute (IWMI) , CGAIR partner center
and with a local Thai NGO called the Thai Education Foundation (TEF).

This project aims to enhance the productivity of Jasmine Rice Production System through
participatory action research trials using Farmers' Field Schools (FFS) approach.  In addition, the
project envisages development of a  multi-stakeholder consortium to address other related issues.
More details on project could be found at CGIAR website, HYPERLINK
"http://www.cgiar.org/csos/cso_cgiar_grant_program.html"http://www.cgiar.org/csos/
cso_cgiar_grant_program.html.

All interested persons are invited to participate, especially students from Agriculture Systems
and Engineering, Natural Resource Management, Regional and Rural development Planning field of
studies.

Please confirm your participation in advance through email. For more details please contact:
Dr. Prabhat Kumar, Tel: 5477, Email: pkipm@ait.ac.th"pkipm@ait.ac.th.

Doctoral Examination
Mrs. Chusana Khonjantes-Han (GDP989794), a candidate for the degree of Doctor of

Philosophy in Gender and Development Studies field of study, School of Environment, Resources and
Development (SERD) will have her comprehensive examination on Friday, 11 April 2008, 13:00 p.m.
in E109 (SERD Building). Her dissertation's title is Gender and Domestic Violence: A Study of
Migrant Women in Bangkok, Thailand. All interested persons are invited to attend.

Revised ESCAP Statistical Yearbook for Asia and the Pacific released
The new completely revised Statistical Yearbook for Asia and the Pacific has just been re-

leased. It:
Is an authoritative reference on the socio-economic and environmental development of the

Asian and Pacific region from1990;
Compares Asia and the Pacific with the world average and other regions, including Africa,

Europe, Latin America and the Caribbean, and North America;
Compares 58 countries in the region through nearly 200 key internationally comparable

indicators;
Has plenty of reader-friendly charts and descriptive texts on 28 development topics;
Within the Asian and Pacific region, provides aggregates for ASEAN, SAARC, the least

developed and land-locked countries and small island developing states and low-, middle- and high-
income countries;

Is for everyone: students and researchers, national and international civil servants, people in
doing business in Asian and the Pacific, and individuals seeking information.

Data on neighbors and other countries with similar circumstances and levels of development
provide irreplaceable benchmarks for evidence-based policy planning.

At the same time, comparable indicators provide yardsticks for citizens to hold their decision
makers to account, and promote good governance and prudent management of public resources.

Download the whole publication at http://www.unescap.org/stat/data/syb2007/ESCAP-
syb2007.pdf.  Keep it as a carry-on instant reference as you study and deal with the region.

Even better, visit http://www.unescap.org/stat/data/syb2007/, which site provides easy naviga-
tion through the rich content and viewing just the parts that you are interested in.  A link to our online
database is there, too.

You can help the Yearbook Production Team make the next issue even better by sending
feedback through:



http://www.unescap.org/stat/data/syb2007/Readership-Questionnaire-syb2007.asp
The ESCAP Statistical Yearbook Production Team

(http://www.unescap.org/stat/data/syb2007/Introduction-syb2007.asp)

Job vacancies
SVOA needs Sales Officer for their AIT Branch
SVOA, one of the leading computer companies in Thailand, is now hiring for the position of

Sales Officer.
The successful candidate will be based in the SVOA IT Corner located at the AIT campus. He/

she will help SVOA in its marketing efforts to improve the sales of its AIT branch.
The company is looking for the following qualifications:

* Male-Female, 20 years of age and up
* Good command of written and spoken English
* Computer literate
*  Bachelor' s degree

Interested applicants may submit their resume to SVOA IT Corner,
Arcade, Room 138, tel. no. 02-5245234.


