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Note: Getting your AIT-related news item or announcement published is easy and free: To submit
AIT news items to the e-Bulletin, e-mail them to pssu@ait.ac.th. Remember to include such
relevant details as complete contact information, who, what where, when and why, and to spell out
any abbreviations or acronyms. Deadline for Friday publication is 4 p.m. Thursday. All submis-
sions will be edited for content, style and suitable headline. ALL THE TEXT MUST BE SUBMIT-
TED IN WORD FORMAT.

News for this week:
 AIT Response to Myanmar Cyclone Disaster
- Meeting to discuss establishment of AIT-UN Office at AIT
- Myanmar Students Association asks for donation for the victims of Cyclone Nargis
- Graduating students please register for SU Garage Sales
- C.P. Group is seeking a Senior Energy & Productivity Engineer

AIT Response to Myanmar Cyclone Disaster
The Asian Institute of Technology (AIT) and its entire extended community has been deeply

shocked and saddened by the epic extent of the human tragedy unfolding in Myanmar, in the aftermath
of tropical cyclone Nargis.

To expedite AIT's official response to support the people of Myanmar in this time of great
need and, following initial brainstorming AIT President Said Irandoust had with some members of
the AIT community, AIT along with its partners will act immediately to assist the disaster situation in
both short term and long term ways.

To start with, the Institute  intends to send expeditiously an official study mission delegation to
Myanmar to ascertain precisely how AIT can contribute best to the relief and rehabilitation of the
cyclone-impacted areas. Following the return of this delegation, AIT will conduct an open and partici-
patory workshop/forum to inform the community of detailed aspects of the disaster and to plan for
specific ways in which the Institute can assist people based on our core competencies. As evidenced
from a similar exercise which AIT had conducted in the aftermath of the Asian tsunami of 2004, such
an assessment and workshop greatly helped facilitate in the sharing of data and information and in the
creation of synergies and linkages between AIT and other partners in working towards the reconstruc-
tion, rehabilitation, and longer-term capacity building initiatives for the affected communities.  For
those faculty members, staff, students, alumni and partners who have ideas and suggestions as to how
AIT could best coordinate this initiative, please kindly contact AIT faculty member Dr. Amrit Bart
HYPERLINK"mailto:bart@ait.ac.th"bart@ait.ac.th. It is AIT President's sincere hope that AIT can
begin to work with our Asian and international partners and alumni networks to seek donations and
resources needed to aid the misery that we are presently witness to in Myanmar.

At the same time, AIT will also launch, with immediate effect, a permanent "AIT-Myanmar
Fund" to be established at AIT. This Fund will be utilized for both short and long term approaches. In
the short term, the Fund will activate measures for ways AIT can contribute to initial relief efforts and
short rehabilitation of disaster affected areas. In the longer term this could include activities such as
capacity building training programs for participants from Myanmar. The Fund will be operating on a
project basis open to sustainable development-focused projects in Myanmar. Dr. Ni Ni Thein will
take the lead to mobilize faculty, staff, students, alumni as well external partners to participate in this
process, and to work to establish a permanent AIT-Myanmar Fund Steering Committee. It is hoped
that this Steering Committee would include representative participation of AIT community members,
external private sector concerns, and international development organizations. Suggestions and



comments regarding the AIT-Myanmar Fund are welcome and can be sent to Dr. Ni Ni at
HYPERLINK "mailto:knnthein@ait.ac.th"knnthein@ait.ac.th

Given the urgency of the situation and need to act fast, initial comments and suggestions are
invited from faculty, staff, students, alumni and partners of AIT, as to how the above mentioned
efforts could be enhanced, not later than by noon on Monday, 12 May 2008.  The AIT administration
will then try to come up with a consolidated response, taking into account the feedback received by
late afternoon on Monday, 12 May 2008.

Meeting to discuss establishment of AIT-UN Office at AIT
AIT is presently pursuing a number of initiatives with several United Nations (UN) agencies.

UN being a well accepted agency operating worldwide, strengthening cooperation with UN can be
beneficial to AIT. Such collaborations not only open up new opportunities for AIT through UN
agencies' worldwide network but also bring indirect benefits to AIT through their brand name.

The initiatives being pursued by AIT with various UN agencies include those with UNEP,
UNESCAP, UNU, UNESCO, UNIDO, UNITAR, UNDP etc. Furthermore, an ASEAN Regional
Center of Excellence on MDGs is also planned to be established at AIT.

Considering various initiatives presently being pursued by AIT, it would be beneficial to bring
all the UN-related activities under one umbrella to realize their full potential. This will not only im-
prove the overall efficiency and implementation of these undertakings but also facilitate tapping of
opportunities available with various UN agencies. Accordingly, it is proposed that a separate office
dedicated to AIT-UN activities be established at AIT which will effectively monitor the progress,
coordinate, channel the information and tap opportunities available in various UN-related activities.

In order to further substantiate this concept, the President wishes to meet with interested
faculty and staff on Monday, May 12, 2008, 9:00 a.m. at the Milton E. Bender Jr. Auditorium.

Myanmar Students Association asks for donation for the victims of Cyclone Nargis
Cyclone Nargis devastated Myanmar' most populated area on 2nd and 3rd May 2008.
So far death toll has reached up to more than 25,000 and many has expected the figures will

grow even higher in the coming days. Tens of thousands of people urgently need food, shelters and
drinking water.

The Myanmar students at AIT are trying to help people who have suffered from the storm as
much as they can. A donation box has been placed at the AIT Cafeteria for to gather contributions
from the AIT community.

Graduating students please register for SU Garage Sales
The Student Union (SU) will organize a Garage Sales on 10 and 17 May, starting at 4:00 p.m.

in front of the SU Snack Bar (near 108 Shop)
The graduating students who would like to sell their goods may come and register at the SU

Office anytime from now until next week (fee: only Baht 20 per seller; this fee is to be used for the
tent and clean-up afterwards). Since space is limited, this will be on a first come first serve basis.

Sellers please bring your own mat or something to put your wares on.

C.P. Group is seeking a Senior Energy & Productivity Engineer
Thailand's Charoen Pokphand Group http://www.cpthailand.com/ is seeking postgraduate

students with Electrical, Mechanical, Industrial Engineering or Energy Management backgrounds for
the position of Senior Energy & Productivity Engineer.

For further details, please contact Khun Pannarat Chiewchan, Corporate Development &
Productivity Improvement Office (CDPIO), Charoen Pokphand Group, CP Tower 2, 24th Floor,
Dindeang, Bangkok. Tel: 02-699-5060. Fax: 02-699-5061. Email: pannarat.c@cp.co.th


