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Note: Getting your AIT-related news item or announcement published is easy and free: To submit
AIT news items to the e-Bulletin, e-mail them to pssu@ait.ac.th. Remember to include such relevant
details as complete contact information, who, what where, when and why, and to spell out any abbre-
viations or acronyms. Deadline for Friday publication is 4 p.m. Thursday. All submissions will be
edited for content, style and suitable headline.

News for this week:
- First Tsunami Science and Preparedness Certificate Program in Asia
- Doctoral Comprehensive Examination
- Asian language courses
- AIT Job vacancies
- External Job Vacancy

First Tsunami Science and Preparedness Certificate Program in Asia
The first Tsunami Science and Preparedness (TSP) Certificate Program in Asia will be jointly

organized by AIT and University of Washington (UW), USA, with the support from National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and United States Agency for International Development
(USAID-Asia) in Bangkok from 10-26 March 2008. The program is offered as part of AIT's new
post-graduate study program on Disaster Preparedness, Mitigation and Management.

TSP program is an intensive 16-day program specifically developed for professionals and
practitioners actively engaged in end-to-end tsunami warning, mitigation and preparedness activities.
It is the most comprehensive program of its kind, designed to equip professionals with the finest
resources available and vital skills to help them save lives and build tsunami-resilient societies.

INTENDED AUDIENCE
The program intends to include:

- Planners, policy makers, and government officials responsible for national or local tsunami pro-
grams;
- Scientists, engineers and professionals responsible for developing, establishing and maintaining
tsunami warning and preparedness systems at the national, regional or local levels;
- Emergency managers and professionals in disaster management;
- Practitioners in coastal management and coastal community development;
- NGO personnel working on capacity building and human aspects of disaster response and prepared-
ness;
- University lecturers and potential instructors for future in-country tsunami education and training

PROGRAM COURSES

The program consists of three modules:

Module 1: Tsunami Hazard Assessment

Module 2: Tsunami Warning Systems

Module 3: Tsunami Mitigation and Preparedness & Coastal Community
Resilience



PROGRAM FACULTY
Courses will be delivered and coordinated by a team of instructors from AIT, UW, NOAA,

ADPC and several other institutions in Asia.
Leading scientists and experts from the US, which include Dr. Eddie Bernard, Director of

Pacific Marine Environmental Laboratory, Dr. Charles McCreery, Director of Pacific Tsunami
Warning Center (PTWC), and Mr. George Crawford of Washington Emergency Management Divi-
sion, along with several experts in Asia will be sharing their technical expertise and providing guid-
ance to the program participants.

FIELD TRIP
A 4-day field trip to Ranong, Phang-Nga and Phuket provinces in the southern Thailand is

designed to reinforce concepts and principles covered in the program courses. It will provide an
opportunity to witness evidence in the field that is difficult to replicate in a classroom or lab, and to
confront the realities that government officials and community leaders must face in assuring tsunami
preparedness.  The field excursion allows program participants to:
- Meet with local residents and officials in a coastal community in
Ranong province
- Conduct a field exercise on community resilience assessment and planning
- Visit the tsunami's hardest hit areas along the Phang-Nga coast
- Examine paleo-tsunami evidence  at Phra Thong island, Phang-Nga province
- Appreciate the role of mangrove forest as a natural barrier
- Learn about the incident command system in Patong for tsunami response & recovery

DUAL CERTIFICATES
AIT and UW will each award a Professional Certificate in Tsunami Science and Preparedness

from their respective institutions to each participant upon his/her successful completion of the Pro-
gram.

COST OF STUDY
With the support from NOAA and USAID-Asia, full financial support will be awarded to

thirty (30) selected applicants from India, Indonesia, Maldives, Sri Lanka, and Thailand to participate
in this program.  The financial support covers tuition, accommodation, meals, field trip, and all travel
expenses.  For selected applicants from other countries, the cost of the 16-day certificate program is
US$ 2,500, which does not include the international travel expenses to and from his/her country.

APPLICATION PROCESS
Admission to the certificate program is competitive.  The program utilizes a collaborative, peer-to-
peer learning approach.  Selection of program participants is based on the need for professional
diversity and the following admission requirements.  Desired qualifications for admission to the
program include:
- A Bachelor's or equivalent degree
- Current employment in a tsunami and/or multi-hazard disaster-related field
- Adequate proficiency in the English language
Applicants are expected to submit:
- A brief essay (250 words or less) that describes (1) their relevant work experience and (2) how they
expect the program will help them meet their professional goals.
- A resume listing their current position and responsibilities, educational background, specialized
training and other applicable experience, as well as their mailing address, telephone number and e-mail
address.
- The name, title, and e-mail address of at least one individual who will serve as their reference.



Deadline for applications is 31 January 2008.  Applicants may apply by e-mail or regular mail to:
Dr. Theerachai Haitook
Tsunami Science and Preparedness Program Assistant
Asian Institute of Technology
Km. 42 Paholyothin Highway, Klong Luang,
Pathumthani 12120, THAILAND
Email: theerachai@ait.ac.th[2]
Telephone: 66-2-524-5212
http://www.set.ait.ac.th/news/tsunami/announcement.html

Doctoral Comprehensive Examinations
Mr. Pisut Pongchairenks, IEM101122, a candidate for the degree of Doctor of Engineering

in Industrial Engineering & Management field of study, School of Engineering and Technology, will
have his comprehensive examination on Monday, 14 January 2008, at 11:00 a.m., in room 234,
Chalerm Prakiat Bldg.

His dissertation's title is "Particle Swarm Optimization's Algorithms and their Applications".
Interested persons are welcome.

Asian language courses
The Language Center will be opening three language courses in January 2008 as follows:

Thai for Beginners
Duration: 29 January - 12 March
Schedules:  Tuesday & Thursday at 5:00 - 6:30 pm
Course Fee: 1,500 baht
Monday, 28 January 2008 is the LAST DAY to register.
Japanese for Beginners
Duration: 15 January - 28 March
Schedules: Tuesday & Thursday at 6:00 - 7:30 pm
Course Fee: 1,500 baht
Monday, 14 January 2008 is the LAST DAY to register.
Korean for Beginners
Duration: 28 January - 17 March
Schedules: Monday & Wednesday at 5:00 - 6:30 pm
Course Fee: 1,500 baht
Friday, 25 January 2008 is the LAST DAY to register.

Payment to the cashier and bring the receipt to register at the Language Center Room 216.
Seats will be allocated on a first come, first serve!

AIT Job vacancies
Position: Faculty Positions at AIT's School of Management

Ref. No.: Fac009/07
Deadline of Application: 28 February 2008

The School of Management offers graduate programs in management leading to Master of
Business Administration (MBA), Master of Business Administration for Executives (EMBA), Doctor
of Philosophy (PhD), and Doctor of Business Administration (DBA) degrees.  The faculty and student
bodies of the School are international in character.  It has a large network in Asia, Europe and North
America for student and faculty exchange, and also has double-degree agreements with some major
European business schools.  The School also offers management development programs and joint
academic programs with partner institutions in various countries.

For its growing need, the School of Management is seeking to fill faculty positions specializing
in the following areas:



1. Marketing
2. Accounting and Finance
3. Strategic Management
4. Economics

The minimum requirement for the positions is a PhD degree from a well-reputed university,
with specialization in the above areas.  Relevant experience in teaching and student supervision at
graduate level is desirable, so is managerial experience at senior level.  Senior industry people with 10
years or more experience, preferably in multinational corporations, can also be considered for visiting
faculty positions.

Appointees will be expected to teach graduate courses, supervise MBA, EMBA, PhD, and
DBA students, carry out academic administration, outreach activities, and research, and provide
consulting/training services.  The appointees are expected to join the School in August 2008.

The appointment may be at the rank of Assistant or Associate Professor, depending on qualifi-
cations and experience.  The initial appointment is normally for two years and is renewable, on two-
year basis for Assistant Professor and four-year basis for Associate Professor, based on performance.
Salary offered is regionally competitive, commensurate with qualifications and experience.  Additional
benefits include provident fund, air travel for self and direct dependents, settlement grant, education
subsidy for dependent children, and medical benefit.  Additional income is possible from management
development programs; teaching in the EMBA and DBA programs, contracted research, and consult-
ing services.

Applicants are invited to submit their resumes immediately including the names and addresses
of five referees. Please submit applications through e-mail, fax or air-mail to:
The Dean
School of Management
Asian Institute of Technology
P.O. Box 4, Klong Luang, Pathumthani
12120, Thailand
Fax: (66-2) 524-5667,
E-mail: Dean_SOM@ait.ac.th.

For further information, visit the Institute website: www.ait.ac.th
Job Position: Data Entry Operator/Student Accommodation Office
Ref. No. 003/08
Deadline of Application: 30 Jan. 2008
Duties and Responsibilities:
* Enters data for all transactions related to student dormitory rental (check-in, check-out and trans-
fers)
* Enters data entry for all other related costs for long-term and short-term dorm use (utilities, and use
of additional facilities such as fans, refrigerators, etc.)
* Prepares financial reports for billing, internal charges, and student accommodation income/expenses
* Prepares manual invoices through ERP (including invoices related to clearance, etc.)
* Enters data & control of inventory for repair and maintenance
* Coordinates with other units of AIT for related works (e.g. telephone section, ITServ, Registry and
Admissions);
* Translates complaints of tenants from English to Thai; and
* Performs other duties as assigned by the Student Accommodation Officer.
Qualifications & Experience:
* Bachelor' degree or equivalent
* Good knowledge of database, word processing programs and ERP
* Fluent in Thai reading, writing and speaking
* Fluent in spoken English
* Pleasant personality



Job position: Field Assistant cum Translators, RRDP/SERD
Please obtain more details of the job description from the following webpage:

http://intraweb.ait.ac.th/interimpage/ait_visitor/hro/index.asp
Job position: Photo Technician, PSSU, AIT
Please obtain more details of the job description from the following webpage:

http://intraweb.ait.ac.th/interimpage/AIT_user/hro/emp_opp.asp
Interested applicants to the above vacant positions must submit application letter and resume

to:
Human Resources Office
Asian Institute of Technology
P.O. Box 4, Klong Luang, Pathumthani, Thailand
Tel. no. (66-2) 5245019; Fax no. (66-2) 5245056  Email: hro@ait.ac.th

Please do not forget to indicate the Reference Number. Only shortlisted candidates will be
notified.

External Job Vacancy
Job Position: Postdoctoral Researcher in Environmental and Public Health in Bangkok, Thai-

land
Job Description: Department of Preventive and Social Medicine, Faculty of Medicine at

Chulalongkorn University collaborating with Swiss Tropical Institute (STI) within the NCCR North-
South (NCCR N-S)/ Work Package 3 "Health and Environmental Sanitation" is seeking for a
postdoctoral researcher to jointly conduct innovative research examining the relationship between
environmental sanitation, agriculture and food chain and health status and well-being with the focus
on environmental epidemiology. The research goal is to identify the key intervention for health,
environmental sanitation and social systems that reduce disease burden in an equity effective way.

The successful candidate will work in close collaboration with the multidisciplinary research
teams from Faculty of Medicine at Chulalongkorn University, Asian Institute of Technology
(Pathumthamni, Thailand) and NCCR N-S collaborators at the Swiss Tropical Institute and Sandec/
Eawag in Switzerland.

The post-doc position is for 18 months, with a competitive monthly salary from 35,000 THB.
Employment starting time is as soon as possible.

Requirements: Required qualifications include an earned Ph.D. or equivalent at the time of
appointment in a relevant subspecialty of public health, epidemiology, microbiology, or environmental
sciences. Demonstrable experience in health and environmental sanitation researches in developing
countries is appreciated.

Successful candidate is expected to be self motivated and to possess excellent written and oral
communication skills in English. Knowledge of the Thai language is a plus. The ability to adapt in the
local setting of the peri-urban community of Thailand constitutes an important asset.

Application Procedure: Applicants should submit (i) cover letter, (ii), curriculum vitae with a
list of publications (iii) outline of their own field of research (max. 2 pages), (iv) certificate of PhD
degree or equivalent, and (v) a minimum of three references with the contact information (phone
number and e-mail).  Deadline for application is 4 February 2008.

Send the application by e-mail (to psithisarankul@gmail.com with a copy to
hung.nguyen@unibas.ch) or by regular mail to:
Professor Pornchai Sithisarankul, MD, MPH, DrPH
Department of Preventive and Social Medicine
Faculty of Medicine, Chulalongkorn University
1873 Rama 4 Road, Pathumwan,
Bangkok 10330 Thailand
Tel: +66-2252-7864 x105
Fax: +66-2652-3113



Mobile: +66-8-9886-7824
For more information regarding this recruitment please contact Professor Pornchai

Sithisarankul (e-mail: psithisarankul@gmail.com) and/or Dr. Hung Nguyen Viet
(e-mail: hung.nguyen@unibas.ch, Tel: +41 61 284 83 15, Fax: +41 61 284 81 05).

For more information about the institutions involved in the project (NCCR North-South,
Chulalongkorn University, AIT, STI and Sandec/Eawag) can be found at:
http://www.nccr-north-south.unibe.ch
http://www.md.chula.ac.th/preventive/eng/
http://www.sti.ch
http://www.sandec.ch
http://www.serd.ait.ac.th


