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Note: Getting your AIT-related news item or announcement published is easy and free: To submit
AIT news items to the e-Bulletin, e-mail them to pssu@ait.ac.th. Remember to include such
relevant details as complete contact information, who, what, where, when and why, and to spell
out any abbreviations or acronyms. Deadline for Friday publication is 4 p.m. Thursday. All sub-
missions will be edited for content, style and suitable headline. ALL THE TEXT MUST BE SUB-
MITTED IN WORD FORMAT.

News for this week:
-         International Continuing Education Course on Sustainable Communities 11-22 Aug 2008
-         2009 World Congress on Computer Science and Information Engineering  (CSIE 2009)
-         Call for Training Programme
-         Thai for Beginners Group 2
-         Aerobic Classes
-         Halal foods available at 108 Shop and the Grocery

International Continuing Education Course on Sustainable Communities 11-22 Aug 2008
A group of 28 urban management professionals from 15 countries in Africa and Asia gathered

at the Asian Institute of Technology on Monday 11th August attended a special two-week course on
how to understand and use planning tools for developing sustainable communities.

This second offering of the ‘Sustainable Communities’ course marks a further milestone in
academic-professional training collaboration between AIT, Helsinki University of Technology, UN-
HABITAT and United Nations Environmental Program. The Government of Finland provided the
fund for this continuing education program. The first such course was held in Helsinki a year ago. The
second course was organized at Asian Institute of Technology (AIT) in Thailand from 11 – 22 August
2008. The University of Nairobi in Kenya in 2009 has been selected to host the third course. Dr. Edsel
Sajor, faculty member and Coordinator of UEM field of study, acted as the course director of this
year’s course.

The course theme, Sustainable Communities, is offered to mid-career professionals from
selected countries carrying a broad overview of current thinking and practices regarding sustainable
urban development. Given that rapid and uncontrolled urbanization is one of the biggest development
problems in the world, the course provides methods and practical examples on how to use planning as
a tool for sustainable development.

The participants this year include a balanced representation from academics, NGOs, local
authorities and central government agencies from Asian and African developing countries. Key course
topics include transportation and energy, good governance and land management; risk and vulnerabil-
ity reduction in hazards and disaster; and urban planning and local economic development. The course
also applies a highly interactive group work methodology, structured around case studies prepared by
the participants, stimulating peer-to-peer learning and multi-disciplinary work. Overall, the course has
an emphasis on bridging the gap between research and action. A highlight of the course is study visits
in Bangkok Metropolitan Area, Bang Kun Thian District in BMA and Chiang Mai municipality.

The opening ceremony was attended by Professor Vilas Wuwongse, Vice President-External
Relations, AIT; Professor Sivanappan Kumar, Dean, School of Environment, Resources and Devel-
opment, AIT; Mr. Lars Backstr?m, Finnish Ambassador to Thailand; Mr. Toshi Noda, Director,
Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific, UN-HABITAT; and Ms. Dechen Tsering, the UN Environ-
ment Programme’s Deputy Regional Director for Asia and the Pacific.



For further details, please contact Ms. Lena Sthapit, UEM/SERD at Ext. 5671.
Website: http://global.tkk.fi/Continuingeducation.html

2009 World Congress on Computer Science and Information Engineering  (CSIE 2009)
March 31 - April 2, 2009
Los Angeles/Anaheim, USA
http://world-research-institutes.org/conferences/CSIE/2009

CALL FOR PAPERS & EXPO
The Los Angeles/Anaheim area is known for its many renowned  attractions, such as

Disneyland, Universal Studios and the Hollywood Walk of Fame. Very few cities in the world offer as
much entertainment, excitement and diversity as Los Angeles/Anaheim does.

CSIE 2009 intends to be a global forum for researchers and engineers to present and discuss
recent advances and new techniques in computer science and information engineering. CSIE 2009
consists of the following Technical Symposiums:

o Communications & Mobile Computing Symposium
o Computer Applications Symposium
o Computer Design & VLSI Symposium
o Data Mining & Data Engineering Symposium
o Intelligent Systems Symposium
o Multimedia & Signal Processing Symposium
o Software Engineering Symposium
CSIE 2009 conference proceedings will be published by the IEEE Computer Society and all

papers in the proceedings will be included in EI Compendex, ISTP, and IEEE Xplore.
In addition to research papers, CSIE 2009 also seeks exhibitions of modern products and

equipment for computer science and information engineering.
Important Dates:
Paper/Abstract Submission Deadline: September 30, 2008
Review Notification: November 15, 2008
Final Papers and Author Registration Deadline: December 7, 2008
Organizing Committee:
General Chair:

Adrian Martin, World Research Institutes, USA
Program Chair:

Mark Burgin, University of California at Los Angeles, USA
Symposium Chairs:

Chan H. Ham, University of Central Florida, USA
Simone Ludwig, University of Saskatchewan, Canada
Weilian Su, Naval Postgraduate School, USA
Sumanth Yenduri, University of Southern Mississippi, USA

Publicity Chair:
Nitin Upadhyay, Birla Institute of Technology and Science
(BITS), India

Call for Training Programme
Training Programme: Governing for Development: Opportunities and Challenges for Develop-

ment Actors under the new Aid Approach
From the 15 January until the 19 February 2009, the Institute of Development Policy and

Management will begin its sixth International Training Programme “Governing for Development:
Opportunities and Challenges for Development Actors under the new Aid Approach”



The programme is sponsored by the Belgian government and targets senior staff from civil
society organizations, government officials and local experts working for the donor community in
low-income countries. Candidates must be professionally involved in the topic of the training. The
selected participants will receive a full scholarship that will cover most of the expenses during their
stay in Belgium.

More detailed information on the Institute, the programme and the organizers can be found
on: http://www.ua.ac.be/dev/prsp

Thai for Beginners Group 2
The Language Center is pleased to announce the opening of a Thai Course!

Thai for Beginners (Group 2)
Schedule: 9 September - 21 October 2008
Course Fee: 1,500 baht for the AIT Community
Tuesday & Thursday 5:00-6:30 pm, total 20 hours.
(Two 1.5 hr classes per week)
Maximum class size: 20 persons***
Minimum class size: 10 persons***
Come to the Language Center, Library Building 2nd floor, Room 216 to register.

Aerobic Classes
Aerobics classes are back! For just a small donation of 10-20 baht per session, you may come

and be among those who want to keep fit!
Organized by the Student Union, the classes started on Tuesday, 26 August. Classes are

scheduled three times a week (MTW) in front of Korea House.
Everyone is invited to join in.

Halal foods available at 108 Shop and the Grocery
Halal products are now available on the shelves of 108 Convenience store and the Grocey of

Khun Yupin.
The 108 Shop sells instant noodles (brands are Jaya and Koka), and ready-to-eat foods

(Prantalay brand).  The Grocery sells bakery products supplied by a local bakery. These products all
bear the seal of Halal certification.

Though the items available may be limited at the moment, please be informed that the Auxil-
iary Services of the Infrastructure Office is currently exploring other suppliers through the two
concessionaire’s contact and the Muslim Student Association.

The AIT community joins the Auxiliary Services of the Infrastructure Office in wishing the
AIT Muslim community a blessed Ramadan this coming month of September.


