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Note: Getting your AIT-related news item or announcement published is easy and free: To submit
AIT news items to the e-Bulletin, e-mail them to pssu@ait.ac.th. Remember to include relevant
details such as complete contact information, who, what, where, when and why, and to spell out
any abbreviations or acronyms. Deadline for Friday publication is 4 p.m. Thursday. All submis-
sions will be edited for content, style and suitable headline. ALL THE TEXT MUST BE SUB-
MITTED IN WORD FORMAT.

News for this week:
-         Extramural Lecture by Ambassador Hiroshi Ota
-         Institute Forum on 9 October
-         ACECOMS Technical Workshop/Seminar
-         Call for Articles: Publish your research and professional work and opinions in ACECOMS

Magazine "Civil Computing
-         Fujitsu Scholarship
-         AIT 2009 Holidays Voting
-         Pizza Club Opens at SU Caf?

Extramural Lecture by Ambassador Hiroshi Ota
Ambassador Hiroshi Ota, former Ambassador of Japan to Thailand, former AIT Trustee, and

present member of the Executive Committee, AIT Board of Trustees, will deliver an extramural lecture at
AIT on the topic "What was behind Japan's modern economic development?" at the Milton E Bender Jr.
Auditorium, on Tuesday, 4 November 2008, 2:00 p.m.

The abstract of Ambassador Ota’s presentation and bio-data are provided below.
Bio-data of Ambassador Hiroshi Ota
Mr. Ota graduated in 1959 from Tokyo University, Faculty of Liberal Arts, majoring in American

area studies. He received a master’s degree in international relations from the Fletcher School of Law and
Diplomacy, Tufts University, USA, in 1962.  Mr. Ota spent most of his career in the Japanese Foreign
Service. He served in such posts as director of the Policy Planning Division of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
(MOFA), deputy chief of mission of the Japanese Embassy in the Republic of Korea, director-general for
Scientific and Technological Affairs of MOFA, and Japanese ambassador to Saudi Arabia. He was also
seconded to the Japan Foundation as its Senior Vice President. He served as Japanese Ambassador to
Thailand between September 1996 and December 1999, during which time he was a member of the Board
of AIT. Between the years 2000 and 2002, he was a visiting lecturer at Thammasart University. He taught
Japanese diplomacy at an MA course in English. He is currently a member of the Executive Committee of
AIT. He wrote such books as “ Waning of Technological Superpower: Self-Portrait of the US”, and “
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia: A Diary of a Japanese Ambassador” and a number of papers on international
politics (all in Japanese).  Mr. Ota is currently advisor to The Federation of Electric Power Companies of
Japan, vice president of the Okazaki Institute, Tokyo, and director of the Japan Forum for Strategic Studies,
Tokyo .

Abstract of Lecture : What was behind Japan’s modern economic development ?
Japan was the first non-Western country that succeeded in modernization and industrialization.

Japan’s economic development after the Meiji Restoration 1868 was phenomenal. One reason was that
already in the Edo Period that preceded the Meiji Restoration, Japan enjoyed a high level of education and
of pre-industrial technology. Japan was prepared for modernization. However, a main motivating factor was
a strong sense of national crisis that the Japanese had in the 19th century. It was an era of imperialism and
Western powers were competing in having access to natural resources and markets and in the process



colonized countries all over the world. In Asia, although China was nominally an independent nation, it was
virtually a colony of Western powers including UK, France and Russia. Japan had closed its doors to the
outside world at the beginning of the 17th century but in the 19th century, Western merchant and military
ships began to appear near Japan and Japan was finally forced to open its door. When Japanese leaders
learned that China was a prey to Western imperialism, they considered Western incursion into Japan as a
national existential threat.  The first reaction was to try to “expel the barbarians” (called Jooi). However,
Japanese soon learned that the military strength of Western powers was overwhelming. People gradually
realized that in order for Japan to escape from the destiny of China, Japan had to learn from the West, and
to become militarily strong. In order to be militarily strong, one had to develop a strong economy. Thus a
slogan of “Fukoku Kyohei”  or “ to enrich the country, strengthen the military”. This slogan became a slogan
of the Meiji Government. Thus we can say that a strong sense of national crisis caused by external threat
was a strong driving force to bring about modernization and a phenomenal economic development in Japan
in the second half of the 19th century and early 20th century.

Institute Forum on 9 October
The AIT community is invited to attend the Institute Forum, scheduled on Thursday, 9 October

2008, 1:30-4:00 p.m.. At the Forum, AIT President Said Irandoust will make a presentationon the follow-
ing:

Outline of Presentation
o Financial Overview
o AIT Strategy 2013
o Hot Topics
o AIT 50th Anniversary Celebrations
o Fundraising
o Outsourcing
o Upgrading of AIT Facilities
o Employee Performance Evaluation & Benefits
Q&A
Tea-Reception
As highlighted above, following AIT President’s presentation there will be a Q&A session during

which members of the community would have an opportunity to raise any questions, comments or concerns
that they might have. After the Forum, you are all invited to a tea reception, which will take place in the
lobby of the AIT Conference Center, from 4:00-5:00 p.m.

 ACECOMS Technical Workshop/Seminar
Technical Workshop/Seminar: "Modeling, Analysis & Design of Electricity and Telecommunication

Towers" 7-9 Oct 2008, AIT, Bangkok, Thailand
The Asian Center for Engineering Computations and Software (ACECOMS), School of Engineer-

ing and Technology (SET) is organizing a Technical Workshop/Seminar on “Modeling, Analysis & Design of
Electricity and Telecommunication Towers” to be held on 7-9 October 2008 at AIT. Software to be used is:
SAP2000

For more information, please check ACECOMS website at
http://www.acecoms.ait.ac.th/traschedule.asp  or call 02-524-6416 ext 105 or  email:

acecoms@ait.ac.th).

Call for Articles: Publish your research and professional work and opinions in ACECOMS Maga-
zine "Civil Computing"

ACECOMS magazine entitled Civil Computing:  Computer Applications in Civil Engineering which
is now on its 36th issue welcomes contribution of articles or papers on any subject area of interest to civil
and structural engineering professionals, academics and students, specially related to computing, design,
interesting projects and products.. Paper/article should not exceed to 6 A4 pages with font size 11. Selected



papers will be subsequent issues of the magazine.
Interested contributors may send their papers to ACECOMS, School of Engineering and Technol-

ogy, AIT, PO Box 4, Khlong Luang, Pathumthani 12120, Thailand Tel: (+662) 524 5539      Fax: (+662)
524 6059, Email: acecoms@ait.ac.th      Website: www.acecoms.ait.ac.th

Fujitsu Scholarship
The Fujitsu Asia Pacific Scholarship (Fujitsu Scholarship) Program, sponsored by Fujitsu Limited,

provides financial assistance for postgraduate education and cross-cultural management training to partici-
pants from the Asia-Pacific region. Fujitsu Limited, an international leader in information technology, tele-
communications, semiconductors and electronics that is headquartered in Tokyo, established the Fujitsu
Scholarship to commemorate its 50th anniversary in 1985.

The Fujitsu Scholarship program is available for academic programs at JAIMS. JAIMS, located in
Honolulu, Hawaii, is a nonprofit postgraduate institute established by Fujitsu in 1972. Many Fujitsu Scholar-
ship recipients/graduates are now working for corporate and social-service organizations in their home
countries as well as in other nations.

Readmore:
http://cambodiajobs.blogspot.com/2008/01/fujitsu-scholarship.html

AIT 2009 Holidays Voting
Every year the Institute designates 13 official public holidays.  For 2009 and subsequent years, we

shall invite AIT employees and students to suggest holidays, in addition to the official Thai holidays, that they
wish observed in every year, e.g. observance of religious/holy days, etc.

In this regard, using the online voting system at http://www.asdu.ait.ac.th/HolidayVoting/ (please
login using your AIT email details), please submit your suggested additional holidays from now until Sunday,
5 October 2008.  After this deadline, all suggested additional holidays shall be compiled with the list of 2009
Thai official holidays.

From 6 October 2008, AIT employees and students are invited to vote for their top 13 preferred
holidays.  Each  voter is entitled to vote for up to 13 holidays.  Votes should be cast no later than Friday, 10
October 2008.

The most preferred 13 holidays shall be announced as AIT’s official public holidays in the AIT
Calendar 2009.

NOTE: The Supervisor or Program/Unit Secretary should obtain voting papers from HRO to
provide to their staff members who have no access to the Internet

Time Frame:
- [1-5 October 2008]:   Open for suggestions on other holidays in addition to the "Thai Official

Holidays".
- [6-10 October 2008]: Holidays voting period.

Pizza Club Opens at SU Caf?
The community can now enjoy authentic Italian pizza as Pizza Club opens at the SU Caf? located at

the 2nd floor of the AIT Cafeteria. Pizza Club bakes its pizza from an oven that is crafted and custom-built
in Napoli, the traditional home of pizza. Prices range from 35 baht for small size to 280 for large size.

Pizza Club offers delivery service. Call ext. No. 5982 and Pizza Club will have your pizza delivered
at your doorstep. Or you may opt to dine at their nook and enjoy the “show” of traditional pizza baking.


