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The Office of the Supreme Commander, Thailand, provides three master's scholarships in
honor of His Majesty the King of Thailand's 80th Birthday Anniversary

In honor of His Majesty the King of Thailand's 80th Birthday Anniversary, the Office of the
Supreme Commander has granted approval for the Army Training Command Department to send 3
applicants from the Office of the Supreme Command Secretary to study at AIT at the master's level.
This is for the academic year 2008, which commenced on 14 January 2008.  The proposed fields of
study are Remote Sensing & Geographic Information Systems, Regional and Rural Planning, and
Computer Sciences. Study expenses of the applicants are generously supported by the budget from
the Office of the Supreme Command. Since all 3 applicants have met the admission requirements of
AIT, they have joined AIT in the mentioned fields.

AIT President Said Irandoust expresses on behalf of AIT, the institute's grateful appreciation
and thanks to distinguished AIT alumnus General Dr. Boonsrang Niumpradit, Supreme Com-
mander, Royal Thai Armed Forces and former President of the AITAA Mother Chapter, for this
generous support provided to AIT.

Contribution from Government of Japan for Fiscal Year 2007
The Government of Japan recently has confirmed its continued support to AIT for the fiscal

year 2007, amounting to US$ 101,307. Of this total, US$ 81,307 is intended for scholarships and US$
20,000 is allocated for Gender and Development Studies.

Islamic Azad University (IAU), Iran, and AIT plan to establish a "Spatial Data Infrastructure
(SDI) and Management Center"

On 15 January 2008, AIT President Said Irandoust met with Professor Mohammad Mahdi
Mazaheri, Vice President for Cultural Relations, Islamic Azad University (IAU), Iran, expressing a
common interest in the establishment of a "Spatial Data Infrastructure and Management Center". The
Center would develop projects on SDI, spatial networking and management, academic programs, and
conduct other related activities. They also signed a general letter of intent, in this regard. Details
regarding the establishment and modalities of operation of the Center, including financial aspects, will
be further worked out jointly.

On the same day a journalist from IRIN (Iranian Television) for Channel 4, which is a popular
education and knowledge channel in Iran interviewed AIT President, the Vice President of Islamic
Azad University, and Mr. Amin Nazifi, an Iranian currently studying at AIT.

Prospect for Partnership with Indian Institutions
On 16 January 2008, AIT President Said Irandoust met with a group of Indian faculty

member, namely Professor S. P. Pawadee, Dr. Mrs. Gauri Rane, and Mr. Anil Rao, from the
Khandesh College Education Society, Jalgaon, India, (www.jalasri.kces.in). The group had partici-
pated in the HealthGIS 2008 Conference, organized by Dr. Nitin Tripathi and colleagues from our
Remote Sensing and GIS field of study. They are interested in developing a two-stage master's pro-
gram, leading to an AIT degree, and are targeting to launch it starting from the next semester. They
are also keen on establishing an integrated bachelor's-master's program with AIT in the future.

There is an increasing interest from institutions in India to partner with AIT, which is most
encouraging. Likewise, the Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology (KIIT) (www.kiit.org), and the
Vishwakarma Institute of Technology (VIT), are also interested to launch a similar two-stage master's
program with AIT, also setting next semester as the target date. Dr. Joydeep Dutta, Associate Dean
for New Development in School of Engineering and Technology (SET), personally visited VIT and



helped further AIT's linkages with VIT. The VIT is a self-financing institute of repute affiliated to the
University of Pune, which is recognized by the Government of Maharashtra, and approved by the All
India Council of Technical Education (AICTE), New Delhi.

New Initiatives through AIT Center in Indonesia
Dr. Sugimin Pranoto, Director of our AIT Center in Indonesia (AIT-CI), initiated through

the Directorate General of Highways, Ministry of Public Works, the following new programs for AIT:
- Short Courses (Legal and Contractual Risk Management; Information Technology in Con-

struction; Road Safety and Management in Construction; Transportation Policy and Environmental
Limits). These short courses are to be conducted in 2008 under funding from the World Bank through
the ERTP program. AIT will send the curriculum, course duration, and budget requirements to AITCI
for further follow up.

- - Master's Degree Program (Professional Master Engineering (PME) for the Directorate
General of Highways, to be funded by under the SRIP program, by the World Bank for 10 students).
Likewise, AIT will send the curriculum, course duration, and budget requirements to AITCI for
further follow up.

According to AIT President Said Irandoust, this once again highlights the importance for AIT
to have an active presence in the region through the establishment of satellite centers, branches or
outpost offices, which can help provide timely intelligence on initiatives and activities such as the ones
above, through funds provided by World Bank, ADB, and other donors directly to the countries in the
region.

Partnership with STINT, Sweden
As one of the follow-ups of his visit to Sweden, Vice President for Research Professor Sudip

Rakshit, along with Dr. Barbara Igel, met with Dr. Nader Tajvidi, from the University of Lund to
further discuss the possibility of getting support from the Swedish Foundation for International
Cooperation in Research and Higher education (STINT). This organization supports scholarships and
grants, which includes "Institutional Grants". Its goal is to enhance the quality and competence of
Swedish higher education and research through international cooperation. The subject areas that may
be covered include environment, medicine and health, natural sciences and technology and society.

Encouraging discussion with Dr. Roger Svensson and Ms. Marie-Ann Roslund, Director
and Deputy Director, STINT respectively, led to this follow up meeting.

As the decision meetings for institutional grants will be only at the end of the year 2008, it was
decided to immediately make an application for short term exchange support, which will help develop
a larger institutional grant. As the submission will have to be made by a Swedish university, Dr. Nader
was requested to take the lead role in the same. Colleagues are requested to contact Professor Rakshit
if they would like to be part in the larger institutional grant, which will be submitted subsequently.
During the week Dr. Nader also visited AIT and met with AIT President Said Irandoust and Professor
Rakshit, during which they had an opportunity to further discuss the partnership. Dr. Nader is a
mathematician and statistician working with extreme values of relevance to disaster fields and finan-
cial matters, among others.

Cooperation Renewed with IBRD / World Bank
The International Bank for Reconstruction and Development of the World Bank has renewed

its cooperation with AIT through a MoU signed on 18 January 2008. Under this MoU, the World
Bank, through the collaboration under the Joint Japan/World Bank Graduate Scholarships Program
(JJ/WBGSP), supports master's degree studies in development- related fields at AIT. AIT has offered
6 credit fellowships to each of the JJ/WBGSP scholars. Mr. Kamel Braham, Scholarships Adminis-
trator, The World Bank Institute, and Washington, D.C., USA, played an instrumental role in renew-
ing the cooperation program with AIT.



Meeting with Professor Kang G. Shin, University of Michigan
On 14 January 2008, AIT President Said Irandoust met with Professor Kang G. Shin, who is

the Kevin and Nancy O' Connor Professor in Computer Science and Founding Director of the Real-
Time Computing Laboratory in the Department of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science,
University of Michigan, USA. Professor Shin was at AIT at the invitation of Professor Kanchana
Kanchanasut, Director of intERLab, and also delivered a talk to members of the AIT community on
the topic "Accurate Measurement of Link Quality in Multi-hop Mesh Networks".

Meeting with Dr. Chainarong Na Lamphun

On 15 January 2008, distinguished AIT alumnus Dr. Chainarong Na Lamphun (CEO of INDEX
International Group and former AITAA President) paid a visit to AIT and met with AIT President
Said Irandoust and Professor Worsak Kanok-Nukulchai, Dean of School of Engineering and Tech-
nology (SET). He shared with them his views and suggestions on fund raising and expressed his wish
to see more aggressive fund raising targeting alumni, as well as closer working and interactions with
alumni. They shall take into consideration this important feedback in AIT fund raising campaign
efforts.

Meeting with AIT Alumnus Dr. Soe Myint
During early January, AIT President Said Irandoust met with AIT alumnus Dr. Soe Myint,

who is an Assistant Professor at the School of Geographical Sciences, Arizona State University. He
has recently received a US National Science Foundation grant to explore the impact of mangrove
forests in saving lives and property from the Indian Ocean Tsunami. Dr. Myint shared with AIT
President several ideas and suggestions regarding the proposed AIT-AITAA collaborative workshop
planned as part of the Alumni Homecoming in 2009. Dr. Myint proposed that AIT try and develop
different modalities and approaches in tapping alumni from different sectors namely, those in the
corporate sector, international organizations; federal and local government organizations; and those
serving as faculty members at different universities. AIT welcomes such feedback and suggestions
from our alumni and is grateful to them for continuing to support and try and find ways to help and
support the Institute.

Meeting with Blue Moon Fund
On 15 January 2008, AIT President Said Irandoust met with Dr. Ji-Quian Szhang, Vice

President of Programs, and Ms. Kristin C. Tracz, Program Associate, from the Blue Moon Fund
(www.bluemoonfund.org). They provide grants for capacity building within areas related to sustain-
able development and were keen to know more about AIT and how there could be linkages. Schools
and AIT Extension are invited to explore possibilities for partnership and can contact Vice President
Dr. Khin Ni Ni Thein if they have any proposals or suggestions.

Visitors from the Swiss National Center of Competence in Research (NCCR) North-South
Programme

On 16 January 2008, AIT President Said Irandoust met Dr. Urs Christ of the Swiss National
Science Foundation (SNSF), Dr. Doulaye Kon? of the Swiss Federal Institute for Aquatic Science
and Technology (Eawag) and Mr. Antoine Doulaye from NCCR, accompanied by Dr. Thammarat
Koottatep from EEM/SERD and regional coordinator of the NCCR North-South Programme.
NCCR North-South supports research on issues relating to sustainable development, particularly in
developing and transition countries, but also in Switzerland.

The most salient features of the program are North-South partnerships for scientific research
integration of disciplinary, interdisciplinary and trans-disciplinary research, interactive exchange of
development research and practice. Since its inception in 2001, the NCCR North-South has estab-
lished a worldwide research network including seven institutional partners in Switzerland and some



130 research centres, universities and development organizations in Africa, Asia and Latin America.
The meeting provided an opportunity to review the ongoing activities of this partnership of which AIT
is proud to be a member. Discussions also covered the so called "south-south" partnerships which are
an important aspect of the programme. In particular, Dr. Kon? offered to link AIT with the emerging
centers of excellence of the African Institute of Sciences and Technology (AIST), created on the
initiative of the Nelson Mandela Institute and the World Bank.

Acting Director of AIT Center Vietnam visits Vietnam
In his capacity as the newly appointed Acting Director of the AIT Center in Vietnam, Vice

President for External Relation Professor Vilas Wuwongse paid a visit to Vietnam from 13-18
January 2008.  During the trip, he had meetings with all staff of AITCV in Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh
City, individual Heads of Units/Sections to learn about the current operation of AITCV.

Professor Vilas also met with Professor Tran Van Nhung, Vice Minister, Ministry of Educa-
tion and Training (MOET) to discuss future cooperation between MOET and AIT. According to
Professor Nhung, new regulations now allow AIT to seek cooperation from the private sector in its
plan to establish a campus in Vietnam.

He also met with H.E. Mr. Kittiphong Na Ranong, Ambassador of Thailand to Vietnam to
learn about the activities of the Thai private sector in Vietnam; the Construction Machineries Com-
pany (COMA) to explore cooperation in the plan to establish an AIT campus in Vietnam; Mr. Mark
Jerome, Deputy General Director and Mr. Philip Wilson, Audit Manager, KPMG Vietnam to work
on the audit of AITCV; with Dr. Ho Thanh Phong, Rector, International University (under HCMC
National University) to explore cooperation in AIT Campus in Vietnam; courtesy call on Mr. Pravit
Chaimongkol, Counsel General, Thai Consulate in Ho Chi Minh City; with former AIT faculty Profes-
sor Huynh Ngoc Phien, President of AMATA to discuss the expansion of AIT/AITCV activities in
Vietnam; and with Dr. Huynh Ngoc Trien and Mr. Than Trong Ninh, AIT alumni, to explore
possible contributions from AIT alumni in Vietnam in the planning of a campus in Vietnam.

Appointments of Acting and Associate Dean in SOM
AIT President Said Irandoust, on 18 January 2008, announced the appointments of Dr.

Barbara Igel and Dr. Rian Beise-Zee, as Acting Dean and Acting Associate Dean respectively during
his meeting with the SOM faculty, staff and students. The appointments would be for a 3-4 month
period, by which time it is hoped that a new Dean would be on board.

The appointments are in an "acting" and not "interim" capacity, therefore the expectations are
that they would be fully active in their roles as Acting and Acting Associate Deans, in pursuing efforts
to continue to further strengthen the SOM programs and the launching of new activities and initia-
tives. It is important that the school does not lose the momentum while waiting for the appointment of
the new Dean since there are still many important tasks and challenges that lie ahead for SOM, such
as issues related to accreditation; how to effectively deliver new programs such as the DBA; maintain-
ing a high-level of quality; finalizing several new faculty appointments that are in the pipeline;
strengthening the job placement of students; and continuing efforts to strengthen the research environ-
ment in the school among others.

AIT President would like to congratulate Dr. Igel and Dr. Beise-Zee on their appointments
and request the school to provide their wholehearted support to them.

Participation at HealthGIS 2008
AIT President Said Irandoust addressed the delegates of the 2nd International conference on

Health GIS 2008, at the Gala Dinner on 14 January 2008. The conference was organized from 14-16
January 2008 in Bangkok by the Association for Geo-Information Technology (AgIT), a working
group on HealthGIS in association with co-organizers AIT, UNIGIS, Austria, and JVGC, Japan.
According to Dr. Nitin Kumar Tripathi, the Program Coordinator of the HealthGIS 2008, there were
around 300 delegates from 20 countries. Viral and epidemics are of serious concern in Asian countries



and President Irandoust was happy to learn that the Remote Sensing and GIS field of study, School of
Engineering and Technology (SET) is involved in dedicated research jointly with IRD and other
agencies in the application of GIS for health related issues.

The AIT President met with several of the delegates who have expressed their willingness to
collaborate with AIT, namely JalaSRI, India; Pennsylvania State University, USA; Shomal University,
Iran;  Islamic Azad University, Iran; and CEPT, India to start with through joint master's programs
and research projects.

Academic Senate Meeting
AIT President Said Irandoust took part in the Special Academic Senate meeting held on 16

January 2008, to resolve some of the pending issues of last year. The Academic Senate endorsed the
continuing (with conditions) of retired/resigned faculty member to serve as Program Committee
Chair, in fairness to the faculty who has done the major supervision of dissertation research. Also, the
dismissal policies applicable to all students and applicable to CAS students were endorsed. Another
issue discussed at length and then endorsed was having the flexibility of allowing students to use the
research budget for presentation of papers at conferences or other activities related to the research.
The proposal on Research Faculty at AIT was approved in principle and Vice President Research was
requested to present the draft policies and procedures on "Research Faculty at AIT" for the Academic
Senate approval. The Academic Senate also took note of the standardized templates of MoU and
MoA.

New Students Welcome Party
On 14 January 2008, AIT President Said Irandoust took part in the new students welcome

party which was organized by the Student Union (SU). This was one of the important and inaugural
activities organized by the new SU President, Mr. Md. Mustafa Saroar, which provided an opportu-
nity for students to get to know each other in an informal setting.

AIT Outreach Council
On 15 January 2008, Professor Sudip Rakshit, Vice President for Research, arranged a

meeting of the AIT Outreach Council working group that was created recently. The Council is ex-
pected to further strengthen developmental activity that the Institute has been involved in, develop
monitoring for determining the effectiveness of the programs / projects and measures of the contribu-
tion by the colleagues involved, and suggest administrative changes to facilitate such activities. The
working group has been tasked with developing the ToR and possible composition of the Council.
Please let the offices of the VPR know if anyone has any suggestions in this regard. The working
group will complete their task by the end of this month.

Meeting of Task Force on Outsourcing of Campus Facilities and Maintenance
On 16 January 2008, there was a meeting of the task force on the outsourcing of campus

facilities and maintenance. The task force decided to invite two of the companies to conduct indepen-
dent assessments for consideration by AIT.  Professor C. Visvanathan and members of the earlier task
force identified the priority type of services or facilities to be outsourced, the different approaches for
outsourcing and their pros and cons, and contract provisions to instill check and balance to
outsourcing, which will be very important when AIT makes a final decision on the company and also
during the implementation phase. According to the very preliminary timetable, the task force expects
to finalize the agreement and internal processes by the end of 2008, and proceed with the implementa-
tion of the outsourcing starting from January 2009.

Consolidation of AIT Sida / SAREC Projects
AIT President Said Irandoust and Vice President for Research Professor Sudip Rakshit

invited Professor S. Kumar, Dean SERD; Professor Ajit Annachatre, Professor Ram Shrestha



and Dr. Edsel Sajor to a meeting to further discuss how to organize and design Sida-SAREC activi-
ties for the 2009-2013 period. Areas discussed with Sida for further support include the new phase for
ARRPET project, climate change, and urban planning. It has been suggested that all Sida / SAREC
supported projects will from now on come under one common umbrella at AIT. This will help bring
about more synergies, through a bigger critical mass, better interactions, more flexibility and coordi-
nation in the ongoing and planned Sida / SAREC funded projects. They are discussing internally how
to organize, and design modalities for effective interactions between the three components under the
proposed umbrella project. They aim to use the same administrative structure as for the Sida WAP,
which will be further discussed with concerned colleagues.

AIT faculty members receive research grants from various organizations
AIT faculty members recently received research grants from various organizations as follows:
Professor Ram M. Shrestha of Energy field of study, School of  Environment, Resources and

Development (SERD) has received a new research grant from the UNEP Regional Resource Centre
for Asia and the Pacific (RRC.AP) for a project on Atmospheric Brown Cloud (ABC), amounting to
US$ 129,500. This will run up to 31 December 2008.

During the week AIT signed a new MOU with the National Electronics and Computer Tech-
nology Center, Thailand (NECTEC) for the project coordinated by Professor Kanchana
Kanchanasut, Director of intERLab, amounting to 1.9 million Baht entitled "Interconnectivity
between Mobile Ad Hoc and Fixed Infrastructure Networks for Multimedia Disaster Emergency
Communications".

AIT also signed an agreement for a Tsunami Science and Preparedness Program with the
University of Washington, which is coordinated by Dr Amrit Bart, from the Aquaculture and Aquatic
Resources Management field of study, SERD. The total budget for the project that will run for one
year is US$137,000.

Dr. Lal Samarakoon from the Geoinformatics Center, School of Engineering and Technology
(SET) has received a new research grant from the Center for Spatial Information Science, University
of Tokyo for the project entitled "Thailand Geographic Information System Development" with a total
budget of 3.4 million Yen for 1.5 year duration.

Dr Roberto Clemente, Dr Mukund S. Babel and Dr Sylvain Perret, from the Water Engi-
neering and Management field of study, SET, have received a total of US$ 14,968 from the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) for their project on "Strengthening the Partici-
patory Irrigation Management and Development Strategy" in Cambodia.

Professor Sudip Rakshit, Vice President for Research, who is also a faculty in the Food
Engineering and Bioprocess Technology field of study, SERD, has received a grant of US$ 15,000
from FAO in support of a study on product and process innovation in the food industry in Thailand.
Furthermore, Professor Rakshit has also received a grant in the amount of 20,000 Euros from the
Agence Universitaire de la Francophonie (AUF) in support of his project on "Valorization of tropical
perishable plant amylaces in South-East Asia".

AIT Vice President invited to join the editorial board of the new journal
Professor Sudip Rakshit, Vice President for Research was invited to join the editorial board

of the new journal Recent Patents on Biotechnology which is brought out by Bentham Science Pub-
lishers.  Their journals are indexed by the major indexing media such as, Medline / PubMed, and the
Science Citation Index.

A research publication of an AIT doctoral student is the most-accessed article published in the
journal Biotechnology Progress

A research publication of Dr. Suthasinee Nilsang, a student of Professor Sudip Rakshit,
"Monoclonal Antibody Production Using a New Supermacroporous Cryogel Bioreactor" has been the
most-accessed article published in the journal Biotechnology Progress in the 3rd quarter of 2007.  It is



currently featured on the journal's Most-Accessed Articles Web site of ACS. This was part of Dr.
Suthasinnee's doctoral thesis and was done with close collaboration with the biotechnology program
at the University of Lund in Sweden.

CS doctoral student accepted to serve on the Student Editorial Board of international journal
Professor Peter Haddawy's doctoral student in Computer Science Field of Study, Mr.

Hameedullah Kazi, has been accepted to serve on the Student Editorial Board of the international
journal Methods of Information in Medicine. This is an innovative program in which a few students
from around the world are selected to serve on the editorial board in order to gain experience in the
editorial process. Methods in Info in Medicine is a highly regarded journal, so this is a nice recogni-
tion of the strength of his research and it's relevance to the field of Medical Informatics.

Professor Salokhe returns from sabbatical
On 16 January 2008, AIT President Said Irandoust met with Professor Vilas M. Salokhe,

who has returned from his sabbatical at Kyoto University and resumed his duties at AIT. The AIT
community welcomes Professor Salokhe, whom AIT President has assigned to follow up on the
integrated-bachelor's master's initiative with Shivaji and Singhania Universities. AIT President has also
requested Professor Salokhe to kindly attend on his behalf and to represent AIT at the convocation of
the Allahabad Agriculture University - Deemed University, India, which will take place on 16 February
2008.

Hosting of ABEN Website by AIT
As a follow-up to the participation of Vice President for Research, Professor Sudip Rakshit

at the Workshop on Biosafety Education in Asia, from 31 October to 1 November 2007, organized by
University of Tsukuba, Japan, the Asian Biosafety Education Network (ABEN) website is currently
being hosted by AIT at: www.aben.ait.ac.th. It is envisaged that ABEN (with members from scientists
and academicians, public sector from China, India, Indonesia, Iran, Japan, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philip-
pines, Thailand and Vietnam) will foster dialogue and research collaboration in the area of biosafety
education.

AIT President attends Faculty Dinner
On Friday, 18 January 2008, AIT President Said Irandoust was invited to a dinner which was

organized by the faculty members of the Faculty Relations Committee (FRC) for the faculty members
and their families.  According to AIT President, the dinner was a wonderful get together and he would
like to thank Professor Jayant K. Routray, Faculty Representative, and the rest of the faculty mem-
bers of the FRC, on the organization of this informal gathering.

Study Tour for National University of Laos (NUOL) ICT Board members
During 8 - 15 January 2008, AIT's Internet Education and Research Laboratory (intERLab)

had organized the Study Tour for National University of Laos (NUOL) ICT Board members including
the attendance to the Eighteenth Workshop on Uninet Network and Computer Application (WUNCA)
(http://wunca18.uni.net.th) and the Conference on Computer Information Technologies (CIT) 2008
(http://cit2008.uni.net.th) in Chiang Mai, the visits to the Network Operation Centers in Thailand, and
the NUOL Master Plan meeting with Prof. Kanchana Kanchanasut, the ICT Coordinator for the
SIDA/SAREC (The department for Research Co-operation (SAREC), within the Swedish Interna-
tional Development Agency (SIDA), funded project: Development of Information and Communica-
tion Technology at the National University of Laos. This study tour is a part of "Capacity Building by
AIT", one of the components under said SIDA/SAREC funded project.

The objectives of the study tour are:
- to study network operation and planning;
- to study the use of ICT in teaching and learning; and



- to discuss on University's ICT administration and funding
During the visit, the NUOL Study Tour group made the visits to the Network Operation

Centers of the Information Technology Service Center of Chiang Mai University, the Office of Infor-
mation Technology Administration of Educational Development (UniNet), Commission on Higher
Education, the Office of University Computer Service, Kasetsart University, the Data Center of Thai
Social/Scientific Academic and Research Network (ThaiSarn), and AIT's ITServ and Computer
Science and Information Management (CSIM) Laboratory.

The members of NUOL Study Tour group are: Dr. Bounthong VONGXAYA, Director of IT
Center, Mr. Chansamouth KEOSOUTHA, Director of President Cabinet, Dr. Sounthone
PHOMMASONE, Director of Office of Research and Post Graduate Affairs, Dr. Phonekeo
CHANTHAMALY, Director of Continuing and Distance Education Center, Dr. Somchanh
BOUNPHANMY, Vice-Dean of Faculty of Science, Mr. Somphone KANTHAVONG, Director of
Lao-Japan Technical Training Center, Faculty of Engineering, Dr. Chanthaphone PHONASA,
Deputy of Academic Affairs, Faculty of Forestry, Mr. Somxay KHAMPHAVONG, Vice-Director,
Central Library, Mr. Dexanourath SENEDUANGDETH, Vice-Dean, Faculty of Social Sciences.

AIT in the News in Pakistan
AIT has been featured in an article in the Daily Times, Pakistan dated 18 January 2008.

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2008%5C01%5C18%5Cstory_18-1-2008_pg7_47
The article notes that the Higher Education Commission (HEC) has so far sent 1,039 scholars

abroad, while nine more are being sent to AIT on MS and PhD scholarships, in a press statement
given by the HEC Executive Director Professor Dr Sohail Naqvi. The release also cites AIT as Asia's
pioneer institution established to help this region meet the growing need for advanced education in
engineering, science and technology.

Reopening of the AIT Golf Course
AIT has received the feedback from the lawyers at Baker and Mackenzie, on the draft agree-

ment (and since there remain no further obstacles) for the institute to soon enter into a contract with
the Innotech Group (Thailand) Co. Ltd. The golf course would re-open within 6 months from the date
of signing of the contract with Innotech, tentatively targeted for July 2008. Dr. Jonathan Shaw,
Director of the AIT Extension, and Chair of the Task Force, has the important role in overseeing the
re-opening of the golf course and contribution in this endeavor.

Network Monitoring and Management Workshop
AIT's Internet Education and Research Laboratory (intERLab) will organize a 5-day "Net-

work Monitoring and Management" Workshop on 11 - 15 March 2008 at intERLab Training Center
with the support of the Network Startup Resource Center (NSRC) (http://www.nsrc.org), the Univer-
sity of Oregon (http://www.uoregon.edu), the National Science Foundation (NSF) (http://
www.nsf.gov), and the O'Reily Media (http://www.oreilly.com) . With the help of NSRC, each partici-
pant will receive a set of books from O'Reilly Media which will also provide books donation to the
intERLab Library.

The target audience is engineers and system staffs at ISPs and large networks, including
academic networks involved in system management, network monitoring, and telemetry. The course is
for those who need to manage diverse Network and NOC operations.

The details are as follows:
Time:                09:00 - 17:00
Course Fee :    Standard  : THB 22,500
 Early Bird  : THB 20,000 THB (until 28 February 2008)
 Instructors :
Hervey Allen, NSRC
Phil Regnauld, catpipe ApS/NSRC



Complete information (course outlines, instructors' Bios and schedule etc.) is available at http://
www.interlab.ait.ac.th/training/2008/network_monitoring_management_ws.html .

Please note that the places are limited and the registration will be on a "first come - first
served" basis. If you have any further queries, please contact Ms. Wit Hmone at +66-2 524 6611 or
email: training at interlab.ait.ac.th.

Doctoral comprehensive examinations scheduled

Ms. Soontree Umbangtalad (ID 100331), a candidate for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in the
Environmental Engineering and Management Field of Study, School of Environment, Resources and
Development (SERD), will have her comprehensive examination on Monday, 28 January 2008, 14.00
hrs. in room W117 (EEM Seminar Room), Academic Building. Her dissertation's title is "Exposure
Assessment and Remediation Options of Mercury for Small-Scale Gold Mining Site: Case Study of
Phichit Province, Thailand".

Universal Design Packaging Exhibition, Seminars and Universal Design Packaging Research
Proposals Contest

Designing for people of all ages and abilities is what Universal Design is all about. Designing
packages to accommodate a wide range of individual needs and abilities has now become manufactur-
ers' as well as designers' responsibility. To give the Thai public and introduction to this concept, the
Thai Packaging Association, the Thai Packaging Center and Thailand Creative & Design Center
(TCDC) jointly organize a Universal Design Packaging Exhibition, Seminars and a Contest of Univer-
sal Design Packaging Research Proposals. A study tour to Tokyo Pack 2008 and 50,000 Baht are
awarded to top winner. All these events are planned to give our Thai designers, packaging specialist,
product and packaging manufacturers as well as our general public knowledge and awareness con-
cerning universal design and its application to packaging for the well-being of our consumers.

Exhibition: Universal Design Packaging: 26 February - 30 March 2008 at TCDC
Seminars:
(1) The Benefits of Universal Design Packaging, 27 February 2008 (Registered fee 1,500 baht)
(2) The challenge of Universal Design for Packaging, 29 March 2008 (Registered fee 1,500 baht)

Universal Design Packaging Exhibition, Seminars and Universal Design Packaging Research
Proposals Contest:
Organized by
The Thai Packaging Association (TPA)
            Thai Packaging Centre (TPC)
Thailand Creative & Design Center (TCDC)

Activities
1. Exhibition: Universal Design Packaging, 26 February -30 March 2008
2. Seminars: (1)The Benefits of Universal Design Packaging, 27 February 2008
                       (2) The Challenge of Universal Design for Packaging, 29 March 2008
3.    Universal Design Packaging Research Proposal Contest, February 2008 to October 2008 Venue
for Exhibition and Seminars

TCDC 6th Fl. The Emporium Shopping Complex, 622 Sukhumvit 24, Bangkok 10110
Venue for Universal Design Packaging Research Proposals Contest

The Thai Packaging Association, 3rd Floor, Bureau of Supporting Industries Development, Soi
Trimit, Kluaynamthai, Rama 4 Road, Klongtoey, Bangkok 10110

Objectives
1. To distribute knowledge of Universal Design Packaging to target groups.
2. To promote research & development of Universal Design Packaging in Thailand.
3. To build packaging network in Thailand.



Target Groups
1. Manufacturers, service providers & users of packaging.
2. Packaging designers.
3. Students, lecturers, researchers & others
Date & Time of Exhibition and Seminars
        Opening:        26 Feb 2008 (1:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.)
        Exhibition:        26 Feb -30 Mar 2008 (Tuesday-Sunday 10:30 a.m.- 8:50 p.m., closed on Mon-
day)
        Seminar:        27 Feb, 29 Mar 2008 (1:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.)

Schedule of Universal Design Packaging Research Proposals Contest
Reward for top winner: Study tour to TOKYO PACK 2008, Japan and 50,000 baht research fund
         Application:                Now - 30 June 2008
Reward study tour:        Beginning of October 2008

More information on this, please contact Khun Nongluck Kongon, tel. 02-712-1995. Fax. 02-
713-6164, www.thaipack.com, thaipack@thaipack.com

For more information about Infrastructure, including campus rules and regulations, as well as
useful information for working and living in Thailand, you may visit our website at http://
www.ait.ac.th/administration/infrastructure-office.

BioPower Generation Forum
The inaugural BioPower Generation Forum will take place in Brussels from 9-10 April. This

unique event has been designed to bring together representatives from industry and government to
address ways to expand the market for power generation from large scale biomass.

Representatives from Vattenfall, CEZ, BTG Biomass and the European Renewable Energy
Council are among those already confirmed to speak.

The event will look at how to overcome specific challenges that utilities face in delivering
efficient, cost effective power generation from biomass, including: regulation, cost, conversion effi-
ciency, supply logistics and feedstock availability.

Expert speakers from across Europe and the US will provide in-depth case studies of success-
ful project deployments and analysis of the latest technological developments for biomass gasification,
direct fired and co-fired systems.

BioPower Generation Speakers Include:
Hans Nordstr?m, Director Fuel Strategies, Vattenfall , Sweden
Martin Cmiral, Environmental Products Manager, CEZ , Czech Republic, A representative, European
Commission
Oliver Sch?fer, Policy Director, European Renewable Energy Council
Harrie Knoef, BTG , The Netherlands
Lars Jagd, Stirling Danmark ApS, Denmark
Ronald Meijer, Kema Consulting, The Netherlands

To reserve your place at this event please email
pia.dorfinger@greenpowerconferences.com. Alternatively fax your completed flyer PDF to us on +44
207 900 1853, quoting BPOWER08/EM1. www.greenpowerconferences.com

Elsevier eBooks
ScienceDirect is used by millions of scientists to access a quarter of the world's Science,

Technology & Medicine (STM) journal articles online. But leading researchers need quick & reliable
access to all relevant discoveries & analysis, whether it is published in a journal or not.

That is why Elsevier has launched more than 4,000 eBooks covering a wide range of scientific
disciplines that are fully integrated with the existing journals on ScienceDirect.  One easy-to-use
platform will show all the relevant literature in a wide range of subject areas & researchers can be
confident they won't miss important information.



To help the library purchase relevant eBook titles & consequently, help AIT researchers in their area
of research, please visit http://www.elsevierbooksrefer.com to recommend suitable Elsevier titles for
the library to purchase.

The eBooks recommendation tool will be available for AIT from now until 31 January & a total list
will be sent to the Library for purchase consideration.

We hope AIT users will take this chance to help build the library collection which will in turn help you
in your research.
(return to top of Bulletin)

Important contact numbers for infrastructure service

With new members of the AIT community joining AIT in this new semester, the Infrastructure Office
would like to recall the following contact numbers that may be useful to you in case you need our
services.

Emergency/accident/fire/flooding: ext. 6000
Clinic/Ambulance: ext. 5286
One-stop service for repair and maintenance of academic and admin buildings:      ext. 5818
One-stop service for repair and maintenance in the faculty/staff housing area:               ext. 5987,
6631
Telephone repair: ext. 5818
Motor Pool: ext. 5809
AITCC: ext. 5250

Your comments are always most welcome, however we appreciate it more to receive constructive
suggestions from you.  Our office is located at the Administrative Building, Room 226. You may also
reach us at extension nos. 6302, 6303 and 6323 or email us at head-infra@ait.ac.th.

For more information about Infrastructure, including campus rules and regulations, as well as useful
information for working and living in Thailand, you may visit our website at http://www.ait.ac.th/
administration/infrastructure-office.
(return to top of Bulletin)

Job Vacancies
Position: Senior Project Associate, SERD/AIT
Ref. No. 006/08
Deadline of Application: 6 February 2008

The School of Environment, Development and Resources seeks (for the Southeast Asia Urban Envi-
ronmental Management Applications Project) a Senior Project Associate for the development, man-
agement and implementation of the Sub-Sector Networks & Professional Support Programs of the
SEA-UEMA project. The three sub-sector networks will be involving individuals, organizations and
AIT alumnus engaged in i) water and sanitation ii) solid waste and iii)air pollution. The Senior Project
Associate will work in close partnership with the Project Director, the Project Component Coordina-
tor and the Project Manager.

Qualifications



1. A master's degree in UEM-related discipline
2. Knowledge and experience of SE Asia urban environmental planning and management issues,
problems and potential solutions.
3. Excellent communication, writing skills and experience and understanding of information communi-
cation technologies (ICT)
4. Substantial knowledge and five to ten years related experience with information dissemination,
networking and partnership building.
5. Understanding of political, social and institutional organisations and mechanisms in SE Asia
6. Knowledge and experience in capacity building and gender equity in SE Asian context.
7. Both men and women are encouraged to apply.

Duties and Responsibilities:
1. To identify beneficiaries and build partnerships with both national and city level authorities and
organisations, AIT alumni, development agencies, academic institutions, civil society and other poten-
tial partners of the three sub sector networks: water and sanitation, solid waste and air pollution;
2. To work closely  with the Component Coordinator responsible for network development and
professional support program;
3. To initiate and maintain dialogue and discussion with network members and fully operationalise the
three sub-sector networks;
4. To serve as a link and help create mutually beneficial synergy between the different components of
the project;
5. To organise and co-ordinate events related to the networks including training programs;
6. To develop information communication technologies (ICT) related aspects of the networks;
7. To assist the Project Director, Project Applications Coordinator, SNP Component Coordinator,
other Project Component Coordinators and Project Manager in developing and maintaining external
relations;
8. To be articulate, work independently and remain committed to the mission and principles of CIDA
and AIT;
9. Any other task that may be required and assigned by the Project Management Team.
Letters of application, including curriculum vitae, a recent photograph, and the names, affiliations,
addresses and telephone numbers of three referees should be submitted to:
Interested applicants submit application letter and resume to:
Human Resources Office
Asian Institute of Technology
P.O. Box 4, Klong Luang, Pathumtani, Thailand
Tel. no. (66-2) 5245019; Fax no. (66-2) 5245056
Email us at: hro@ait.ac.th
Please do not forget to indicate the Reference Number. Only shortlisted candidates will be notified.


