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News for this week:
-          Two Extramural Lectures at AIT by Professor M?rten Carlsson
-          SERD faculty joins IGES-KRC International Seminar on Business & the Environment  in

Japan
-          SOM alumnus tops his performance at CERAM Grand Ecole, France
-          PPT to organize a seminar on sustainable papermaking
-          Doctoral comprehensive examinations

Two Extramural Lectures at AIT by Professor M?rten Carlsson
Former President of the Royal Swedish Academy of Agriculture and Forestry (RSAAF) Professor

M?rten Carlsson will deliver two extramural lectures on “Agricultural Knowledge Systems " and  “Coopera-
tion between Universities and the surrounding community: Results from two Swedish evaluations” at the
Milton E Bender Jr. Auditorium

Lecture schedule follows:
“Agricultural Knowledge Systems " - Thursday, 27 November 2008, 10:30 a.m.
“Cooperation between Universities and the surrounding community: Results from two Swedish

evaluations” - Friday, 28 November 2008, 10:30 a.m.
Professor M?rten Carlsson is Professor Emeritus at the RSAAF. The abstract of his presenta-

tions and bio-data are provided below.

Bio-data of Professor M?rten Carlsson
Prof. M?rten Carlsson is an agricultural economist. He was professor at the Technical University,

Hanover, Germany 1972-76 and got a personal professor chair at the Swedish University of Agriculture-
SLU- in 1977. 1982-1994 he was Rector (President) of SLU and from 1995-2001 Rector of the NOVA-
university, a network between the Nordic Forestry, Veterinary and Agricultural Universities.

His research has mainly dealt with management, especially within horticulture, including developing
of a Monte Carlo method for production planning and research about implementation and group behaviour.
1975 - 1982 he was Chairman of the Commission for Horticultural Economics within the International
Society of Horticultural Sciences (ISHS). This Commission will meet in Chiang Mai in Dec 2008.

He has also been involved in and chaired many teams evaluating agricultural research and higher
education in different countries. In 1995 he made a study on behalf of OECD about Agricultural Knowledge
System, a study that has served as basis for discussions in many countries and at many international meet-
ings.

During the last years, he has been a member of a team, which on behalf of the Swedish National
Agency for Higher Education, has evaluated the cooperation between Swedish Universities and the sur-
rounding community.

M?rten Carlsson has been a member of many boards e.g. Sarec - the Swedish Agency for Re-
search Cooperation with Developing Countries - (Chair 1994-2003), Chalmers Technical University (Vice
chair) 1994-2004, The Wallenberg Foundation 1995-2001 and the Crafoord Foundation 1995 - 2006. He



is a member of many learned societies e.g. the Royal Swedish Academy of Agriculture and Forestry (presi-
dent 2004-2008), The Russian and the French Academies of Agriculture, the Swedish Academy of Engi-
neering Science (IVA). He is Doctor honoris causa at the agricultural universities in Norway, Finland,
Estonia and Lithuania.

M?rten Carlsson is married to Gunborg and they have three children and four grand children.
Together with his brother in law he is also involved in the management of his family farm, specialised in dairy
production.

Abstract of Presentations on 27 November 2008
Agricultural Knowledge Systems
Models of agricultural value chains contain not only physical distribution and financial flows but also

a system of actors, information and control. This structure of research, higher and professional education
and extension has been described as constituting the Agricultural Knowledge System (AKS).

Over many years these systems - although different from country to country - were rather stable
both regarding actors (universities, research institutes, advisory organisation et cetera), financing (often
governmental) and prioritised areas (production efficiency). In an OECD-study from 1995, I described the
AKS -system in 18 member countries, a study that has later been updated.

The mutual relationship between research, higher education and extension (advice-giving) and their
relation to the industry, referred to as the physical system and interest organisations, and to society as a
whole is described. The orientation of the knowledge system had traditionally been caused by development
of science and by problems within the agricultural sector. The flow of information went from basic research
through basic agricultural research, applied research, and development work to advisory and professional
education of farmers and growers.

During the 1990s an increasing number of research topics now came from other researchers, from
society and from individuals interested in agricultural questions from an environmental or ethical point of
view. Another change was that the government financing of applied research and advisory services was cut
back. One effect of this was that the financiers want control over research and another that the industry
often demanded solutions to current problems, thus neglecting the need of more long-term research.

The system was thus split up on different actors, knowledge networking became a new way of
working and international activities entered the system, supported by technical means of communication. The
priorities, organisation and financing as well as the roles of different actors in the system have thus changed.
This development has continued and also accelerated during the last years.

The lecture will describe this development and open up for a discussion about AKS in the future.
Abstract of Presentation on 28 November 2008
Cooperation between Universities and the Surrounding Community: Results from two Swedish

Evaluations.
The National Agency for Higher Education (HSV) has in 2004 and 2008 presented evaluations of

how higher education institutions cooperate with their surrounding communities, often referred to as the third
task of higher education, together with research and teaching.

M?rten Carlsson has been a member of the panel of assessors both 2004 and 2008. He will present
the result of the panels and the increased interest from the institutions in developing their work in this field.
Some observations from the 2008-evaluation are listed below:

In the 2004-evaluation the panel suggested that three different components constitute the coopera-
tion task, namely 1.cooperation to enhance democracy, 2.cooperation for the development of knowledge
and growth and 3.cooperation to improve educational programs.

The 2008-evaluation noted that the institutions widely accepted this structure and considered it to be
very useful in both discussions and management.

In the 2008-evaluation it became clear that many of the most progressive institutions had developed
strategies and organisations that supported all three components and the interaction between them.

In the 2004 -evaluation we noted that cooperation is not normally considered a qualification in
academic careers. The 2008 -evaluation noted an increased interest in this question.

Many institutions mentioned in the 2008-evaluation that cooperation increased the quality in both



research and education.
Other important observations will be discussed in the lecture.
According to information from HSV an English summary of the 2008-evaluation will be available

end of November 2008.

SERD faculty joins IGES-KRC International Seminar on Business & the Environment  in Japan
Prof. C. Visvanathan of Environmental Engineering and Management, SERD, presented an activity

report on “Eco-restructuring of Industrializing Asia: Relevance of EIC to Asia” at the IGES-KRC Interna-
tional Seminar on Business & the Environment on Eco-Industrial Clusters as an Inclusive Business Develop-
ment Model: Prospects and Challenges for Asia which was held in Kobe, Japan on 23 October 2008.  He
was also among the panelists in Panel Discussion: Engaging Business in Eco-Industrial Cluster Initiatives:
Prospects and Policy Challenge.

Eco-Industrial Clusters (EIC) are defined as a geographic concentration of interconnected compa-
nies in a specialized field that can cooperate with each other and with the local community to effectively
share local resources. Promoting them as an inclusive business model to connect economically isolated
regions with the urban markets by incorporating business owners at various points in the value chain would
bring tangible environmental and economic benefits. The benefits from EIC as a business model go beyond
immediate regional wealth creation. For business, they include driving eco-innovations, building green
markets and strengthening supply chains. For inner regions, they include higher productivity, sustainable
earning and greater empowerment for environmental conservation.

This workshop organized by Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES) reinforced KRC's
past and ongoing research and attempts to find new strategies that can unlock the full potentials of Eco-
Industrial Clusters in Urban-Rural Fringe areas, by bringing in interesting experiences from emerging econo-
mies of Asia.

SOM alumnus tops his performance at CERAM Grand Ecole, France
Mr. Tayyab Waqas Amjed, an SOM MBA alumnus (August'08), was awarded for the most

outstanding performance for the 2007-2008 session at CERAM, Grande Ecole, France, where he did his
dual degree (MSc in logistics and supply chain). He received the grade point average of 4.9/5.0.

Mr. Amjed was also selected by the CERAM Management to address the convocation on behalf of
all graduating students. Mr. Amjed now is working as 'Demand and Supply Planner' at Nestle Pakistan
Limited.

PPT to organize a seminar on sustainable papermaking
Pulp and Paper Technology Field of Study, School of Environment, Resources and Development

(SERD), will organize a Sustainable Papermaking Seminar on 26-27 November 2008 at the AIT Confer-
ence Center. The seminar will focus on:

• Global paper industry trends in today’s challenging business environment
• Sustainable papermaking including material, energy, environmental and social aspects
• Update of latest pulp and paper technology, mill references and suppliers’ view

Program Schedule:
Nov 26 12.00 AIT PPT Alumni get-together, AIT Pulp and Paper Technology (PPT)
18:00 Seminar get-together, AITCC (AIT Conference Center)
Nov 27
08:30 REGISTRATION
Session I: 08:55 Chairman Dr. Esa Viljakainen,
AIT Pulp and Paper Technology
09:00 Opening speech by HE Mr. Lars Backstr?m,
Ambassador of Finland in Thailand
09:05 Welcome to AIT by President Said Irandoust,
Asian Institute of Technology (AIT)



09:10 Seminar Introduction Dr. Esa Viljakainen,
AIT Pulp and Paper Technology
09:20 Global Paper Industry
Mr. Ilkka Kuusisto, Poyry, Singapore
10:00 Sustainable Forest Management in Different and Changing Contexts
Dr. Dietrich Schmidt-Vogt, AIT Natural Resources Management
10:30 Coffee break
Session II: 11:00 Chairman Dr. Mousa M. Nazhad,
AIT Pulp and Paper Technology
11:05 Recycled Fiber in Asian Paper Industry
Mr. Pauli Vanhala, Metso, Valkeakoski, Finland
11:45 Sustainable Papermaking
Mrs. Marja Tuderman, UPM-Kymmene, Helsinki, Finland
12:30 Lunch
Session III: 13:30 Chairman Dr. Raimo Malinen,
AIT Pulp and Paper Technology
13:35 Future Options for Fiber Processing
Mr. Anil Purankar, Metso, Jakarta, Indonesia
14:00 Role of Short Fiber Pulps in Papermaking – Present Status
Mr. Eka Hisar Napitapulu April, Riau, Indonesia
14:30 Coffee break
Session IV: 15:00 Chairman Dr. Esa Lehtinen,
AIT Pulp and Paper Technology
15:05 Paper and Board Technology Update
Mr. Mika Ollikainen, Metso, Jakarta, Indonesia
16:15 Summing up
Dr. Esa Viljakainen, AIT Pulp and Paper Technology
16:30 Seminar ends
16:30–17:00 Walking tour through AIT Pulp and Paper Laboratory
17:00–17:15 Bus transportation to dinner restaurant
18:00–19:00 Cocktails & snacks at dinner restaurant
19:00–21:30 Dinner
REGISTRATION BEFORE 20 NOVEMBER 2008 :
Ms. Suwannee Tilapornputt, ( stilatt@ait.ac.th / pulpnpaper@ait.ac.th )
Phone : +662-524-6679
Fax : +662-524-6681
Mobile : +668-1702-3355

Doctoral comprehensive examinations
Mr. Pham Truong Yen (101098), a candidate for the degree of Doctor of Technical Science in

Aquaculture and Aquatic Resources Management field of study, School of Environment, Resources and
Development (SERD), will have his comprehensive examination on Tuesday, 18 November 2008, 8:30 a.m.
in Room 216 (AFE Building). His dissertation’s title is ‘Salinity, Source of Broodstock and Male
Morphotypes on Growth and Survival of Macrobrachium rosenbergii Larvae’.

Mr. Watchara Sattayaprasert (103520), a candidate for the degree of Doctor of Engineering in
Transportation Engineering field of study, School of Engineering and Technology (SET), will have his com-
prehensive examination on Wednesday, 19 November 2008, 2:00 p.m. in Room N260 (TRE Meeting
Room). His dissertation’s title is 'Development of Routing Management Model to Support Hazardous
Materials Transportation by Roadway Case Study: Gasoline Logistic in Rayong, Thailand'.

Ms. Sujira Promnimit (102211), a candidate for the degree of Doctor of Engineering in Micro-
electronics field of study, School of Engineering and Technology (SET), will have her comprehensive exami-



nation on Thursday, 27 November 2008, 10:00 a.m. in Room 219 (Chalerm Prakiat Building). Her
dissertation’s title is 'Studies on Thin Film Properties and Application of Self Organized Nanoparticles'.

Ms. Thadthong Bhrammanee (IMD018570), a candidate for the degree of Doctor of Technical
Science in Information Management field of study, School of Engineering and Technology (SET), will have
her comprehensive examination on Thursday, 27 November 2008, 2:00 p.m. in Room CS107 (Computer
Science Bldg). Her dissertation’s title is A Unified Representation Framework for the Model-base and the
Database of a Web-based Decision Support System.

All interested persons with the above topics are invited to attend.


