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Note: Getting your AIT-related news item or announcement published is easy and free: To submit
AIT news items to the e-Bulletin, e-mail them to pssu@ait.ac.th. Remember to include relevant
details such as complete contact information, who, what, where, when and why, and to spell out
any abbreviations or acronyms. Deadline for Friday publication is 4 p.m. Thursday. All submis-
sions will be edited for content, style and suitable headline. ALL THE TEXT MUST BE SUBMIT-
TED IN WORD FORMAT.

News for this week:
-         AIT’s 110th Graduation
-         AIT Family Day on 19 Dec.
-         Who’s coming
-         Research Symposium on Environmental Management Measures for Overcoming the
Formal-Informal Dichotomy
-         Doctoral Examination
-         Call for papers
-         Library hours during 10 Dec. 08 - 4 Jan.09
-         Invitation for bids for Operation of Coffee Lounge, AIT Extension/ITSU Building
-         New Year holidays are from 31 Dec. 2008  – 2 January 2009

AIT’s 110th Graduation
AIT will hold its 110th Graduation Ceremony on 19 December 2008 at the AIT Conference Center

Auditorium. AIT President Said Irandoust will present degrees to more than 250 graduates at the Gradua-
tion Ceremony. Professor Dr. Richard A. Meganck, Rector of UNESCO-IHE Institute for Water
Education, located in Delft, The Netherlands, will deliver the graduation address.

Prof. Meganck’s career includes thirty-four years working in international development and manage-
ment of natural resources with organizations in the United Nations and Inter-American systems. He has
served as the Director of Sustainable Development and Environment with the Organization of American
States, the Director of the UNEP Regional Seas Programme in the Caribbean, Director of the Asia and the
Pacific Region for UNEP, and Director of the UN International Environment Technology Center in Osaka,
Japan. He began his professional career as a U.S. Peace Corps Volunteer in Colombia in 1969, followed by
4 years as an assistant professor in the College of Forestry at Oregon State University.

Dr. Meganck and his family have lived in eight nations in the Americas, Asia and Europe and he has
undertaken more than 350 technical and administrative missions to 106 countries throughout the world. Dr.
Meganck has published more than 70 journal articles, five books, including A Dictionary and Introduction to
Global Environmental Governance published in 2007 by Earthscan, and delivered in excess of 150 technical
and representational speeches to his career. He holds BSc. And MSc. Degrees from Michigan State Uni-
versity in Watershed Management and Resource Development Policy and a Ph.D. from Oregon State
University in Natural Resource Management.

AIT Family Day on 19 Dec.
Human Resources Office is pleased to invite the AIT community to the AIT FAMILY DAY, the first

ever grand party for all AIT faculty and staff members to be held on 19 December 2008 from 11:30 a.m.
onwards.

The celebration will kick start with a thank you party for our retiring colleagues for 2008 to be
followed by a  new year's celebration.  To join is easy -- just come and register your name that will entitle
you to one raffle ticket to win our grand prizes.  Get lucky to win our raffle draws and join the games to get



more prizes!  There will also be a live music band and show performances to entertain you.  Jazz up the
party mood by dressing up in your best fancy clothes and win the best fancy dress competition.

All the fun of the fair, music and games, food to taste and lots of surprises await you.
AIT FAMILY DAY!  A celebration for one and all!  So mark your calendar and join the fun!
Updates and further details will be announced as soon as they are available.

Who’s coming
22 December 2008
Two representatives from the Asian Disaster  Reduction Center (ADRC), Kobe, Japan, Mr. Koji

Suzuki, Executive Director, and Mr. Naoki Yamaguchi, Senior Researcher; accompanied by Mr. S.
Mizunoto, Director of JAXA, Bangkok Office , will visit AIT to discuss on possible collaboration between
ADRC and AIT. A contract will be signed between the two parties to support the collaboration on the
'Satellite Data Utilization for Disaster Risk  Reduction and Response - Training, Seminars and Workshops
for Capacity Building in ASEAN'.

The objective of the activities under this contract is to 1) identify the current status  of ASEAN
member countries in the field of space technology application for disaster response and disaster risk reduc-
tion, 2) promote the usage of space technologies including Remote Sensing, GIS and GPS in disaster
response and disaster risk reduction, 3) to increase the awareness of space technology application in
disaster risk reduction and recovery through consultations, workshops, seminars, training, and publications.

Research Symposium on Environmental Management Measures for Overcoming the Formal-
Informal Dichotomy

The Southeast Asia Urban Environmental Management Applications (SEA-UEMA) Project today
presents a Research Symposium on Environmental Management Measures for Overcoming the Formal-
Informal Dichotomy being held from 8:30 a.m. - 5:00p.m. @ Room 108 AIT Conference Center.

The symposium highlights results of researches on environmental management measures applied in
formal to informal sectors in selected cities in Asia.  Presenters are from the Asian Institute of Technology,
Thammasat University, Gadja Mada University Indonesia, Office of Information Administration, Secretariat
of the Cabinet Thailand,  Ministry of Construction, Vietnam and Semyung University, Korea.

Theme Speech: Overcoming the Formal-informal Dichotomy for Sustainable Urban Development:
The Role of Environmental Management Measures by Prof. A.T.M.Nurul Amin, UEM FoS, School of
Environment Resources and Development, AIT.

Doctoral Examination
Ms. Kedsuda Limsila (st101739), a doctoral student in Construction, Engineering and Infrastruc-

ture Management, School of Engineering and Technology, will present her final examination for the degree in
Doctoral of Engineering on Monday, 15 December 2008, from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. in room N-227, SET
Building. Her dissertation’s title is “Effective Leadership in the Construction Industry in Thailand”.

 All interested persons with this topic are invited to attend.
Call for papers
Special issue: Hydraulic Bureaucracies: Flows of Water and Power
Since the 19th century large-scale water resource development has led to the extensive develop-

ment of irrigation areas, supply of water to ever expanding megacities, and the construction of massive
infrastructures for hydropower and flood control. But it has also been associated with an ideology of domi-
nation of nature by steel and concrete. In many countries this 'hydraulic mission' has been carried out by -
and has also given rise to- powerful water bureaucracies that, often up to these days, have acquired and
sustained enormous power. This power was bureaucratic, through the command of large budgets and the
control of decision-making on what to build and where, but also expanded socially (i.e. the prestige attached
to the engineering profession), politically (through close relationships between both local and national politi-
cians and state bureaucrats), and economically (due to their proximity with construction companies and
consulting firms, either national or foreign). Relatively little scholarly work has investigated the role of these



state water bureaucracies in the development of water resources, environmental transformations and state-
citizen relationships, although exceptions include institutions like the Bureau of Reclamation and the Army
Corps of Engineers, in the US. Many other countries like France, Spain, the Netherlands, UK, Australia,
Turkey, India, Pakistan, Thailand, Japan, Mexico, Brazil, Syria, Egypt, Morocco, Nigeria, South Africa, etc.
have seen the emergence of powerful water bureaucracies. This special issue will include case studies from
various countries that will emphasize the inner historical transformations and the role of these water bureau-
cracies in the transformation of landscapes, as well as in the formation of the state and wider social relation-
ships.

Potential contributors interested in this topic can send an abstract to WaA before the 1st of March
2009. After selection of articles authors will be requested to send their articles before the 30th of May.
Papers will be reviewed and published as a special issue in the WaA issue of October 1.

For more information, please visit the URL below.
http://www.water-alternatives.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=47&Itemid=1

Library hours during 10 Dec. 08 - 4 Jan.09
Please be informed that library hours from 10th December 2008 through 4th January 2009 will be

as follows.
Monday - Friday                   8.00 a.m. - 8.00 p.m.
Saturday - Sunday                8.00 a.m. - 4.30 p.m.
The Library will be closed on 31st December 2008 and 1st January 2009.

Invitation for bids for Operation of Coffee Lounge, AIT Extension/ITSU Building AIT Extension is
interested in receiving bids for the operation of the coffee lounge in the AIT Extension/ITSU Building. Food
and Beverages Location:  Ground Floor, AIT Extension BuildingSpace:      60 sq. m.Equipments available:
Serving and pantry counters, six tables and 30 chairsShop requirements: Sell coffee, tea, soft drinks, snack
and pre-cooked food items. Cooking inside the shop is not allowed. Terms and conditions: According to
AIT Policy and Procedures. We would like to invite potential interested parties to submit their proposal,
including proposed monthly rental payment and services to be offered, by 19 December 2008 close-of-
business. Please contact AIT Extension for further details, ext. no. 5339.(return to top of Bulletin)

New Year holidays are from 31 Dec. 2008  – 2 January 2009
The Thai Government recently announced that 2 January 2009 is an official holiday.  Accordingly,

AIT will have its New Year holidays on 31 December 2008, 1 and 2 January 2009.  Normal operations will
resume on 5 January 2009.


