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AIT news items to the e-Bulletin, e-mail them to pssu@ait.ac.th. Remember to include such relevant
details as complete contact information, who, what where, when and why, and to spell out any abbre-
viations or acronyms. Deadline for Friday publication is 4 p.m. Thursday. All submissions will be
edited for content, style and suitable headline.

News for this week:

- Progress on new AIT Charter
- AIT City Campus Concept
-      Partnership with University of Oulu, Finland
-     Another Afghanistan related initiative
- Visit of Professor Dasgupta from Columbia University
- Delegation of senior officers from Nepal visit AIT
- Sri Lanka media delegation visit AIT
- Video interview with Japan's Asia-Pacific Regional Space Agency Forum (APRSAF) and Sentinel

Asia
- Visitors from ACECR, Environmental Research Institute, Iran
- Meeting with Professor Vyas, School of Planning, CEPT University, India
- Visit of the Finnish Identification Mission
- Institute Forum and Tea-Reception
- Several Research/project grants provided to AIT faculty
- AIT President participates in receptions and events
- Special Academic Senate Meeting to Discuss English Language Requirement
- Administration-Student Union Meeting
- Former AIT Dean, Prof. Awnashilal Barkharam Sharma, passes away
- New Coordinator of GDS Field of Study
- Project Manager Position for Afghanistan Project
- SOM students are runners-up in a Business Plan Competition
- A seminar series by Dr. Eiji Morimoto
- A Seminar on "Robotics and Automation in Precision Agriculture Applications
- French classes schedule
- SCIB ATM machines now fully operational
- More banking facilities in AIT
- Yearly Medical Check up!
- Job vacancies

Progress on new AIT Charter
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs Thailand convened meetings on 28 and 29 January 2008, to

further consider the draft of the new AIT Charter, to which 21 representatives from AIT's partner
countries and international entities attended.

The Ministry sent a circular dated 23 January 2008, to all AIT's partner countries and interna-
tional entities which noted the following: "The vision of AIT is in line with the foreign policy of
Thailand, whose objectives involve the enhancement of regional development, especially in developing
countries both in economic and social areas, through various regional and international cooperation as
evidenced by her commitment. Therefore, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs attaches great importance to



and renders its strong and unequivocal support for the AIT's initiative to become an international
organization in order to best serve the region in human resource development. The new status will
facilitate the operation of the AIT and support its future initiatives in expanding its education coopera-
tion within the Asian region and beyond.

The communiqu? also noted that: "The AIT would find it much easier to enter into partnership
agreement with other international organizations after attaining an international status. More impor-
tantly, once the AIT has attained the international legal personality, the Royal Thai Government will
promulgate an implementing law granting AIT the international status as well as privileges and immu-
nities to be specified in the Host Country Agreement between the AIT and the Royal Thai Govern-
ment. The AIT will then be fully exempted from direct taxes. Financial assistance and grants given to
the AIT will also be exempted from direct taxes, enabling the AIT to receive and make full use of the
total amount of contribution."

In conclusion, the circular adds that the new AIT Charter would "enable the AIT to become an
international organization as this would not only contribute to development in the region, but more
importantly, it will help strengthen relations and goodwill among students and other participants at the
AIT for the solidarity of the region and beyond."

On behalf of AIT, AIT President Said Irandoust expressed the institute's gratitude and sincere
thanks to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Thailand, under whose auspices AIT is hosted, for its strong
and continued support, assistance and guidance which has been rendered to AIT in the context of the
new AIT Charter. AIT remains positive and confident that under the leadership of the Ministry we will
be in a position to hopefully conclude the new AIT Charter, and also see its eventual adoption in the
near future.

Over the weekend on Sunday, 27 January, AIT President Irandoust along with AIT Legal
Advisor Dr. Prajit Rojanaphruek, met with Mr. Ittiporn Boonpracong, Deputy Director General,
Department of International Organizations, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and Chairman of the Working
Group deliberating on the AIT Charter; Mr. Unnop Buranasate, Director, Treaty Division, Depart-
ment of Treaties & Legal Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Thailand, and other officials from the
Ministry, to discuss issues related to the AIT Charter, as well preparations for the Working Group
meeting that met 28 and 29 Jan.

AIT City Campus Concept
On 23 January 2008, AIT President Said Irandoust met ? through contacts provided by Dr.

General Montri Supaporn, President of the Community Support Foundation Thailand ? a delegation
comprising of Dr. Chiradaporn Supaporn, Admiral Thomrat Hatayodom, Vice President of the Com-
munity Support Foundation Thailand; Dr. Chainaron Cherdchu, Head, Chemical Metrology and
Biometry Department, Ministry of Science and Technology, Thailand; and Dr. Pongskorn
Ridchomporn. They discussed the possibility for AIT to have access to one of their buildings in the
older part of Bangkok, which could be used by AIT under a city campus concept, wherein AIT could
offer professional programs for executives during the evenings and weekends. Aside from hosting AIT
in one of their buildings, they also discussed how they could help promote and market AIT's executive
programs through a revenue sharing structure.

Partnership with University of Oulu, Finland
On 21 January 2008, Professor Peter Haddawy, Vice-President for Academic Affairs, Dr.

Nandana Rajatheva, Coordinator of the Telecommunications field of study and AIT President Said
Irandoust, met Dr. Matti Latva-aho, Director of the Centre for Wireless Communications (CWC),
University of Oulu, Finland, who was accompanied by Mr. Attaphongse Taparugssanagorn, Re-
search Scientist.
http://www.cwc.oulu.fi/home/
http://www.cwc.oulu.fi/home/news-latest.html



The University of Oulu and AIT are currently finalizing an agreement on a dual doctoral
degree program which will enable selected doctoral students from both institutions to be jointly
supervised by both institutions and split their study time between Oulu's campus and AIT's. All aspects
will require joint supervision and hence would lead to better research collaboration as CWC Oulu is a
top center in wireless research in the world. AIT President strongly supports and encourages the
launching of this kind of collaborative programs.

The University of Oulu also plans to start next year an international master's program in
telecom engineering, which could provide an opportunity to develop a dual master degree program
with AIT, which the AIT President very much looks forward to seeing formalized. The AIT adminis-
tration also learnt from our visitors about the business model of the CWC, which is an almost 100%
externally funded research laboratory, with a tight industry-validated focus and a very lean structure in
which students are fully involved in research work and, for doctoral students, the supervision of
master's students. AIT can certainly learn from such models in order to better adapt to a changing
environment.

In addition, soon several topics for master's students will be discussed. A few travel grants
would be provided to AIT students whose papers are to be presented at the WPMC 2008 conference
in Lapland during which they would also have an opportunity of a short stay at CWC.

Another Afghanistan related initiative
AIT President Said Irandoust was contacted by AIT alumnus, Dr. Venkatesh

Sundararaman, Economist with the South Asia Human Development Sector (SASHD), World Bank,
who informed the institute of another potentially big project in Kabul, Afghanistan, in which AIT
could play an important role. It is the setting up of a National Institute of Management and Adminis-
tration in Kabul, which is a priority project of the government and will be funded by the US and
Norwegian Governments. The Institute will have three schools namely, in IT, management, and
accounting, and will start by offering 2-year undergraduate programs. The Institute is planning to be
inaugurated by the President of Afghanistan in September 2008, and AIT shall be following up on this
initiative.

A group of officials from Afghanistan will be visiting AIT at the end of February 2008, to
further explain about the project and also discuss AIT's interest and possible engagement.

According to President Irandoust, as highlighted during the face-to-face meeting with ERCO
staff, it is important that AIT tries and mobilizes our alumni network, in building up such feedback
mechanisms wherein early intelligence can be provided to AIT on potential opportunities.

Visit of Professor Dasgupta from Columbia University
On 21 January 2008, AIT President Said Irandoust met with Professor Gautam Dasgupta,

who was invited by Dean Worsak Kanok-Nukulchai and Dr. Joydeep Dutta to deliver a lecture at
AIT, and also explore possible partnerships. Professor Dasgupta who is from School of Civil Engi-
neering, at Columbia University, has lots of new ideas on launching innovative programs which are
unique in areas such as intelligent infrastructure and security engineering, both covering interesting
areas such as disaster control and mitigation by engineering tools. Professor Dasgupta declared his
willingness to work with AIT colleagues in introducing new programs and interested faculty and staff
are invited to contact Dean Worsak or Dr. Dutta.

AIT President Irandoust stresses the importance in conceptualizing new ideas and introducing
programs that are unique and which will not compete or are offered by other national universities.
Because of the cost structure of AIT, the Institute can not compete based on our prices, and can only
do so through new thinking and quality, which requires that AIT move and respond fast. In planning
new activities the institute must not only look inwards and at our existing resources but more impor-
tantly try and focus on the needs of our stakeholders and the market and design programs accordingly.
What we lack in terms of internal resources and competencies can be complemented by our partners
and through AIT's strong and extensive networks and linkages.



Delegation of senior officers from Nepal visit AIT
Mr. Kamal Raj Pande, former President of the AIT Alumni Association Nepal Chapter, and

Joint Secretary, Foreign Cooperation Branch, Ministry of Physical Planning and Works, Government
of Nepal, led a visit of senior officers from various ministries and related government offices on a visit
to AIT. The delegation also interacted with members of the AIT Nepalese Community. They identified
various areas in which there could be cooperation and Mr. Pande offered to help liaise and provide
AIT with the related information and in serving as a focal person.

AIT President Said Irandoust is of the view that such intelligence gathering and early feedback
on potential projects and partnership opportunities on the part of AIT alumni is most vital, especially
in view of the increasing bilateral mode of support being channeled to several of our partner countries
by many of AIT's traditional donors.

Sri Lanka media delegation visit AIT
On 21 January 2008, AIT welcomed a small delegation of Sri Lankan media representatives

who were led to AIT by the Ambassador of Sri Lanka to Thailand, H.E. Professor J.B. Disanayaka,
who is also a member of the AIT Board of Trustees. The media executives represented both print and
television outlets in Sri Lanka.  The group, which also included Sri Lankan embassy staff members,
was welcomed by Vice President for External Relations Professor Vilas Wuwongse, who informed
the visitors on the details of AIT's education and research activities, and introduced some of our Sri
Lankan faculty members.

Included in the delegation were senior editors and producers from the Sri Lankan national
media group MTV (Maraja TV), which operates three television channels and four radio stations in
Sri Lanka. MTV used the visit to shoot footage for a 7-8 minute video documentary segment about
AIT to be included in its one-hour program Deshatanaya "Travelling from Country to Country". AIT
President Said Irandoust along with some of AIT's Sri Lankan students and faculty were interviewed
in the process. It plans to air this segment some time in the coming three weeks on its number one
rated national private TV channel. A senior editor for the popular Sunday Island newspaper also
joined the media excursion.

Such high level coverage will undoubtedly serve to increase the visibility of AIT in Sri Lanka,
and AIT President expressed his gratitude H.E. Professor Disanayaka most sincerely for his work to
facilitate this excellent national coverage.

During the week AIT also had the visit from the Television for Education (TVE) Asia-Pacific
(http://www.tveap.org) with whom the AIT administration are discussing possible partnership.

Video interview with Japan's Asia-Pacific Regional Space Agency Forum (APRSAF) and
Sentinel Asia

On 24 January 2008, AIT President Said Irandoust was interviewed on camera by some
representatives of Japan's Asia-Pacific Regional Space Agency Forum (APRSAF) and Sentinel Asia,
(both of which are affiliated with the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency, JAXA), who visited AIT
to produce a video interview report to be used for the APRSAF Web site (http:// www.aprsaf.org) and
its e-news mail service. The group comprised Mr. Koichi Ito and Ms. Mai Kido from the APRSAF
Secretariat in based in Tokyo, and Mr. Naoki Saito, Director of the APRSAF (Bangkok Office) and
Sentinal Asia. Mr. Ito is also the Deputy General Manager, Applications and Services Department of
the Remote Sensing Technology Center of Japan.

AIT's Dr. Lal Samarakoon, Director, Geoinformatics Center, School of Engineering and
Technology and Dr. Kibe also attended the meeting. As part of the interview, President Irandoust was
happy to outline the space technology activities of AIT planned for 2008 and the support and collabo-
ration AIT has received from JAXA. In this regard, the President recognized the support of JAXA in
sending personnel as well as providing about US$ 300,000 in funding on an annual basis to train the
technicians in the Asian Region. In developing the capacity of Asian scientists in remote sensing and
GIS, AIT and JAXA are providing opportunities for 60 Master's and PhD students to advance their



knowledge in remote sensing and GIS. Since the beginning of this year, Professor Lal Samarakoon
has assumed responsibility for capacity building activities of JAXA in Asia through AIT.

Through the cooperation among countries and organizations in the Asia and the pacific,
APRSAF provides a forum to enhance the development of each country's space program and to
exchange views toward future cooperation in space activities in the Asia-Pacific region. Sentinel Asia
is a disaster management support system in the Asia-Pacific region utilizing earth observation satellite
data. AIT is keen to pursue many forms of collaboration in this field and these were all discussed as
part of the interview which can be viewed in the coming weeks by visiting http://www.aprsaf.org.

Visitors from ACECR, Environmental Research Institute, Iran
On 21 January 2008, AIT President Said Irandoust was introduced by Dr. Saied Pirasteh to

Dr. Hamidreza Maskani and Dr. Ali Meraji from the Academic Center for Education, Culture and
Research (ACECR), Environmental Research Institute, Iran who were here in Bangkok to participate
in HealthGIS 2008 Conference. They expressed interest in working with AIT on the four thematic
areas which they are focusing on namely; environmental engineering, natural resources management,
GIS for environmental applications, and waste management. They primarily work on research,
consultancy and training for the public and private sector and potential areas for collaboration identi-
fied were through sponsored projects, short courses and also conducting joint conferences.

Meeting with Professor Vyas, School of Planning, CEPT University, India
On 23 January 2008, AIT President Said Irandoust was introduced by Dr. Nitin Tripathi to

Professor Anjana Vyas, from the School of Planning, CEPT University, Navrangpura, Ahmedabad,
India. They discussed about possible inter-institutional academic and research collaborations, etc. She
is interested to work with AIT in the field of consultancy, two-stage master's programs, and short
course. She also extended an invitation to President Irandoust to visit her university and to meet with
the director and other faculty colleagues in discussing more concrete collaborations.

Visit of the Finnish Identification Mission
On 24 January 2008, AIT received the Finnish Identification Mission, led by Dr. G?ran

Nillson Axberg and Dr. Marko Mannila, who were joined by Ms. Helena Ahola, First Secretary
(Development Cooperation) at the Finnish Embassy in Bangkok. The purpose of their mission was to
further define potential areas for future co-operation within the Mekong region (particularly in Lao
PDR and Cambodia), consistent both with the regional and national development and Finnish devel-
opment policy priorities.

Joining President Irandoust in meeting with them were Professor S. K. Rakshit, Vice-Presi-
dent for Research, Professor Worsak Kanok-Nukulchai, Dean SET, Professor S. Kumar, Dean
SERD, Dr. Jonathan Shaw, Director Extension, Dr. Pritam Shrestha, Head ERCO, as well as the
faculty and researchers who had earlier on submitted ideas on future projects and funding, including
the possible continuation of ongoing ventures, within the guidelines provided by the Finnish Coopera-
tion. This new phase of the Finnish development cooperation in the region is due to start in 2009, and
will replace the agreement for institutional cooperation with AIT currently in place. It is foreseen that
the Finnish Development Cooperation would devote an amount of 28 million (Euro) for a period of 3
years in the Mekong region, relying on partnerships with a limited number of institutions, including
AIT.

During their visit to AIT, the members of the mission also interacted with representatives of
the Wetland Alliance Programme, another regional cooperation endeavor with objectives related to
those of the Finnish development cooperation. They also held specific meetings with faculty involved
in ICT and PPT, which are the programmes currently supported by the Finnish Cooperation.

The draft proposals AIT presented to the mission were very well received and, while this is
only a very first step that is still far from any decision on funding and implementation (as the mandate
of the mission is consultative in nature), AIT President Irandoust was very confident that the institute



is on a good track to renew our decades long partnership with Finland at the service of the develop-
ment of the region.

AIT President Said Irandoust thanked our active faculty colleagues who provided a large
number of research proposals of high quality, as evidenced from the positive feedback received.

Institute Forum and Tea-Reception
On 25 January 2008, there was  an Institute Forum, during which AIT President Said

Irandoust had an opportunity to present to members of the AIT community, an overview on the
financial performance of the Institute, some of the student enrolment statistics, highlights of initiatives
and activities undertaken in 2007 and those planned in 2008. The President also examined issues
connected to AIT's longer term future, presented of some of the most hotly debated issues in 2007,
and shared some thoughts and ideas on the challenges and opportunities that lie ahead for AIT in the
next 5-10 years.

Members of the AIT community also had an opportunity to raise specific concerns and ques-
tions and AIT President was greatly encouraged by the important feedback he received, which will be
seriously considered and followed up on. The President will soon be making his presentation available
to the AIT community, initially through an intranet web link on the AIT web site since there may still
be a slight increase in the student enrolment figures.

Sodexho, the service providers for the AIT cafeteria, kindly sponsored the excellent tea
reception following the Forum. Dr. H. L. Tien, Head infrastructure, helped coordinate this with
Sodexho and for also assisted in the arrangements for the reception.

Several Research/project grants provided to AIT faculty
The following AIT faculty received new research/project grants from various organizations:
The Statement of Understanding between AIT and ACM Special Interest Group on Data

Communications (SIGCOMM) was signed for organizing the 4th Asian Internet Engineering Confer-
ence (AINTEC), which is coordinated by Professor Kanchana Kanchanasut, Director of Internet
Education and Research Laboratory (intERLab).

Dr Dhirendra Thakur of Aquaculture and Aquatic Resources Management (AARM) Field of
Study, SERD, received a new research grant from OxSea Vision (Thailand) Co. Ltd. worth 500,000
Baht for his project on oxygen injection system in intensive shrimp culture ponds.

AARM Field of Study, SERD, Dr Amararatne Yakupitiyage and Mr. Yuan Derum received
an amount of 1,388,130 Baht from various sources for their new project on AARM Training and
Consultancy Services in Aquaculture.

Professor Athapol Noomhorm of Food Engineering and Bioprocess Technology (FEBT)
Field of Study, SERD also received a grant of 100,000 Baht from National Innovation Agency, Thai-
land for his project on compilation of technical and business information for mangosteen and holy
basil.

Dr Nitin Kumar Tripathi of Remote Sensing and Geographic Information Systems (RS-
GIS) Field of Study, SET also received an amount of 115,500 Baht from various donors to participate
at a training event on Disaster and Project Management.

AIT President participates in receptions and events
On 24 January 2008, AIT President Said Irandoust attended the reception hosted by H.E.

Mrs. Latha Reddy, Ambassador of India, and AIT trustee, on the occasion of the 58th Anniversary of
the Republic Day of India.

On 25 January, AIT President Irandoust participated in the AIT-Ansell Leadership Develop-
ment Programme, which was coordinated by Dr. Sundar Venkatesh, and delivered a lecture on the
topic "The Practice of Leadership in a Multicultural Organization" to the participants.

The same evening, he also took part in the DBA Orientation Program for the 3rd batch of
students in Bangkok. Some of the participants from the first and second batches of DBA Bangkok



Programme also joined. The majority of the participants are very senior level executives from the
corporate sector. The President was greatly encouraged by AIT's strengthening of relations and
interactions with industry, which is most vital for the institute's long-term sustainability as well as its
rejuvenation, through the injection of new concepts and ideas for partnership.

Special Academic Senate Meeting to Discuss English Language Requirement
On 23 January 2008, the Academic Senate held a special academic meeting for the useful

discussion of AIT's English language proficiency. Prof. Peter Haddawy, AIT Vice President for
Academic Affairs informed that the Senate members present at the meeting were generally in agree-
ment concerning the need to ensure that AIT graduates have excellent English communication skills,
and to provide strong support to students to develop those skills. The Senate agreed to form a task
force to review the existing English language proficiency policy and see how it might be improved and
strengthened. A task force, in which faculty and the AIT Language Center Director work together to
refine and strengthen the policy and implementation, is very welcome.

According to AIT President Said Irandoust, English language proficiency should be seen as
an integral part of AIT academic programs and as a key skill for our students to succeed in today's'
globalized work environment. He thus welcomes the opportunity for the faculty and Language Center
to work together to see how support for English proficiency can be better integrated into the aca-
demic programs. The AIT administration looks forward to the outcome of the Senate deliberations
and will continue to operate under the existing English language policy in the meantime.

Administration-Student Union Meeting
AIT President Said Irandoust had a productive meeting with the executive committee of the

Student Union on 21 January 2008. They discussed a number of initiatives, particularly the hope to
make the Student Union more visible not only among members of the AIT community but to prospec-
tive students in nearby universities as well.

Among the endeavors which AIT President hopes the SU will seriously consider implementing
in the near future is the display of regular cultural performances from different nationality associations
located on campus. The cultural performances can take place every week, possibly during lunch hour
at the lobby of the AIT Center.  Such events will not only enrich our understanding of different cul-
tures but will also open up the Institute to guests and neighbors.

Aside from such cultural events, AIT President also suggested that SU think of rendering
evening English-language classes to attract prospective Thai students. Such activities will allow Thai
undergraduates to discover AIT. This was seconded by another proposal for SU to conduct photo and
video competitions that will brandish the inter-cultural and diversified campus life at AIT.

AIT President is looking forward to a vibrant and innovative Student Union this semester led
by its President Mr. Md. Mustafa Saroar, a doctoral student in SERD.

Former AIT Dean, Prof. Awnashilal Barkharam Sharma, passes away
The AIT community has received, with deep sadness and regret, the news of the sudden

passing away of Professor Awnashilal Barkharam Sharma, "Brij" to most faculty colleagues, in
Bangkok on the night of Wednesday, 30 January 2008.

The AIT community represents the many grateful AIT faculty, staff, students, and alumni who
have directly benefited from Professor Sharma's dedication to his career as educator, researcher and
administrator.

AIT associates - both alumni and faculty who have personally known Professor Sharma - have
conveyed their memories and deepest personal appreciation of the work that Professor Sharma has
done for the Institute and of his commitment to our growth and development as members of the AIT
community. The AIT community will always be sincerely grateful to Professor Sharma for being a
colleague, friend and supporter during those years.



Professor Sharma has been associated with the Institute since May 1990 as Professor in Telecommu-
nications, Chairman of the then Telecommunications Division and Project Director for the Finnish
International Development Agency (FINNIDA). He was responsible for founding the Telecommunica-
tions Division, which was inaugurated in May 1991, to provide a world-class graduate education in
telecommunications to students from the Asia-Pacific region. In March 1993, he was appointed as the
founding Dean of the School of Advanced Technologies, responsible for the amalgamation of the
programs in telecommunications, computer science, and industrial systems engineering, and for the
introduction of a new interdisciplinary program in information management.

The religious rite for Prof. Sharma was held on Thursday, 31 January 2008, at Sala 5, Wat Wat
Chola Prathan Rangsarit, Tiwanon Road, Nonthaburi. The cremation ceremony will be held at Wat
Chola Prathan on Friday, 1 February 2008, at 5:00 p.m. The map of Wat Chola Prathan is available at
http://www.thailandmaps.net/nonthaburi/nonthaburi_map.html .

SET has created a memorial guest book for Prof. Sharma as seen in the following link:  http://
www.set.ait.ac.th/news/memorial/sharma/sharma_memorial.htm

New Coordinator of GDS Field of Study
Following the recommendation of the faculty members in the Gender and Development studies

(GDS) Field of Study, Prof. S. Kumar, Dean of the School of Environment, Resources and Develop-
ment (SERD) appointed Dr. Philippe Doneys as the new Coordinator of Gender and Development
Studies Field of Study for a period of two years, effective from 1 January 2008. According to Prof.
Kumar, Dean SERD, the School appreciates his willingness to serve in this capacity and wishes him
success in this endeavor.

Project Manager Position for Afghanistan Project
AIT student Mr. Mohammad Qaasim, who will be graduating this coming May 2008, was

recently selected for the Project Manager position of the AIT-Afghanistan World Bank Project (Balkh
University).

Mr. Qaasim, who is an Afghan national, and will be completing his master's program in Struc-
tural Engineering, from School of Engineering and Technology (SET) in May 2008, has more than ten
years of experience in several organizations, international and government agencies in different posi-
tions; and several years' experience with Balkh University, where he completed his bachelor's degree
and later joined as a full-time faculty member in the Construction Department of the Engineering
Faculty. His earlier experiences include working with the International Red Cross for Afghanistan as
Project Engineer, while acting as the Deputy Director for Kahkashan Engineering and Construction
Company in concurrent capacity; Senior Engineer for the National Solidarity Program under United
Nations (UN) Habitat Mazar-i-Sharif office; and later with the United Nation for Food and Agricul-
ture Organization as Team Leader and Design Engineer for Emergency Irrigation Rehabilitation
Project (EIRP).

The AIT community wishes Mr. Qaasim and the rest of the AIT-Afghanistan Team the very
best and success in this challenging endeavor.

SOM students are runners-up in a Business Plan Competition
A team of students from AIT's School of Management (SOM) were judged as runners-up in

the recently-concluded Global Social Venture Competition: South East Asia (GSVC-SEA), which is a
Business Plan Competition on ventures with social importance. Moreover, the team has been nomi-
nated with two other teams to represent South-East Asia in the Asian Regional Finals to be held at the
Indian School of Business, Hyderabad, India from the 7th to the 9th of March 2008. The winning
business plan was based on a new type of solar technology (Dyesensitized Solar Cell) developed in
Center of Excellence Nanotechnology led by Dr. Joydeep Dutta and his team. This is an effort to
formulate the commercialization plan of a technology developed through the researches conducted at
AIT. Dr. Barbara Igel served as their faculty advisor.



Altogether, nine teams were selected for the final presentations after a preliminary screening of
applications from 16 teams in 6 countries including Australia and New Zealand. The South-East Asian
Round was hosted by Thammasat Business School from 24th to 26th January 2008.

GSVC is a global MBA student business plan competition began in 1999 at the Haas School
of Business of the University of California at Berkeley, USA. GSVC was the first competition to
promote entrepreneurial start-ups which not only offered financial returns, but also provided measur-
able social or environmental benefits. In order to expand, Haas joined with several of the world's top
business schools, including the Columbia Business School, London Business School, Indian School of
Business and the Yale School of Management as partners of GSVC.

A seminar series by Dr. Eiji Morimoto
Dr. Eiji Morimoto, Senior Researcher, Ishikawa Agricultural Research Center, and

Visiting Professor, Dept of Computer Engineering, University of San Carlos, Philippines, and
currently a short-term visiting faculty in ASE Field of Study under the Japanese HRD Program, will
conduct a seminar series on "Precision Agriculture and Applications" as follows:
1. Robotics and Automation in Precision Agriculture Applications
4 February 2008, at 15.30 - 17.30 hrs., Room 221, AFE Building
2. Soil Sensor Development for Data Acquisition and Statistical Techniques for Map Interpretation in
Precision Agriculture 7 February 2008, at 13.00 - 14.30 hrs., Room 221, AFE Building
3. Precision Agriculture Adoption Strategies Under Different Scenarios
11 February  2008, at 08.00 - 10.00 hrs., Room 221, AFE Building

Attendance is mandatory for students taking the course ED70.12 Precision Agriculture.
Others are mostly welcome to join
For more information:

Dr. Eiji Morimoto
Room 206 - AFE Building, Tel: 5478, e-mail: puyopuyo0123@yahoo.co.jp
or Dr. Hemantha P. W. Jayasuriya (ASE / SERD)
Room 110 - AFE Building, Tel: 5453, e-mail: hpwj@ait.ac.th

A Seminar on "Robotics and Automation in Precision Agriculture Applications
Dr. Eiji Morimoto, Senior Researcher, Ishikawa Agricultural Research Center,

Visiting Professor, Dept of Computer Engineering, University of San Carlos, The Philippines, and
currently a short-term visiting faculty in ASE Field of Study , will conduct at seminar on
Robotics and Automation in Precision Agriculture Applications, on 4 February 04 2008, at 15.30 -
17.30 hrs., Room 221, AFE Building.

Abstract
Many types of agricultural machines have been developed for labor saving in field and post-

harvest operations. With the rapid development of computer and information technology, varieties of
high precision machines began to develop for "precision farming" applications. Equipment and ma-
chinery developed for Variable Rate resources applications; site specific resources management,
monitoring and recording of crop and ground information with autonomous methods, are some of the
common examples. There are two trends of robot development in Japan. One trend covers the robots
operating inside the field and the other is operating outside field or field robots. This presentation
overviews the theme in general and provides specific information on the developments "Vision-based
Navigation System for Autonomous Transportation Vehicle" and "Fruits Grading Robot for sweet
pepper based on image processing".

Attendance is mandatory for students taking the course ED70.12 Precision Agriculture.
Others are mostly welcome to join
For more information:
Dr. Eiji Morimoto
Room 206 - AFE Building, Tel: 5478, e-mail: puyopuyo0123@yahoo.co.jp



or Dr. Hemantha P. W. Jayasuriya (ASE / SERD)
Room 110 - AFE Building, Tel: 5453, e-mail: hpwj@ait.ac.th

French classes schedule
AIT's Language Center offers several French classes as follows:
CONVERSATION 1 (Beginners)

Two weekly sessions of 90mn each
First weekly session (2 choices) : Tuesday 4:30-6pm OR Wednesday 10:30-12
Second weekly session (2 choices) : Thursday 1:30 OR 4:30-6pm

CONVERSATION 2
Two weekly sessions of 90mn each
First weekly session : Monday 4:30-6
Second weekly session (2 choices) : Wednesday 1-2:30 OR 4:30-6

READING 1
Two weekly sessions of 90mn each
Starting Tuesday 29th at 11:30
Registration : room 216 Language Center
Fee : 250 B
Open to all.

SCIB ATM machines now fully operational

The SCIB automated teller machines (ATMs) are now fully operational to serve the AIT community.
There are three ATMs that provide cash access to funds and passbook update, 24 hours-a-day, seven
days-a-week. The SCIB booth is located at Rm. C143 at the AIT Arcade.

More banking facilities in AIT
More banking facilities are now available to the AIT community.  The Bangkok Bank automated

teller machine (ATM), located beside 108 Shop, will be opening soon. It will provide cash access to
funds and opens 24 hours daily.

Although SCIB's facilities on-campus do not provide full-banking services, the company will send
staff once a month to accept  those interested in opening accounts. This is scheduled for every 10th of the
month, or if it falls on a weekend, the very next Monday.  For payment of SCIB credit card accounts, you
could use the service of the Klong Luang Post Office inside the campus (beside AITAA Office), and the
service charge is around 10 Baht/transaction.

Yearly Medical Check up!
Please be informed that the staff members of Library and AIT Community School are requested to

have their yearly medical check up at the AIT Medical Clinic during the month of February 2008.
Please call 5286 for appointment.

Job vacancies
There are several job positions at AIT as follows:
Faculty Position:

* Faculty Positions in the School of Engineering & Technology
Staff Position:
* System Analyst - Re-advertisement, previous applicants need not apply
* Laboratory Supervisor (re-advertisement, previous applicants need not apply)
* Senior Project Associate

Please see more details from the following link: http://intraweb.ait.ac.th/interimpage/ait_visitor/
hro/index.asp


