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News for this week:
- AIT's partners unanimously support AIT to become full-fledged international organization
- AIT President's visit to Indonesia
- Partnership with NIA Thailand
- Partnership Agreement with VIT India
- Meeting with CRI and Mahidol University
- AIT President meets with an AIT alumnus Dr. Satya Priya
- DBA Program in Taiwan discussed
- TV Journalists from Mongolia visits AIT
- Academic Senate discusses academic requirements
- AIT-Afghanistan Task Force Meeting
- Grants for research, project, training, and conference provided to AIT
- Dean SET to serve as a member of the Honorable Board of the Mekong Organization for

Mankind (MOM)
- AIT cricket team wins its third match of the premier division
- Job vacancies

AIT's partners unanimously support AIT to become full-fledged international organization
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) Thailand convened the second round of meetings on

28 and 29 January 2008, among representatives of AIT's partner countries and international entities,
to consider further improvements and amendments to the draft of the AIT Board of Trustees ap-
proved Charter. The processing of the draft AIT Charter through the intergovernmental Working
Group (WG) meeting was chaired by Mr. Ittiporn Boonpracong, Deputy Director General, Depart-
ment of International Organizations, MFA Thailand, with the participation of official representatives
from 21 countries and international entities.

At the outset of the WG meeting, all of AIT's partners were unanimous in their support for
AIT to become a full-fledged international organization. There was general consensus arrived at some
of the articles of the draft AIT Charter, following the two-days of discussions. However, there still
remain major fundamental differences on some of the basic principles.

The MFA Thailand as Chair and host of the WG meeting has been delegated full authority by
the WG to decide on the timeline and to also come up with a revised version of the draft AIT Charter,
taking into account the 28 and 29 January 2008 WG discussions and intercessional consultation
among the WG members, which will now take place. It was also agreed that the next meeting of the
WG to be convened by MFA Thailand in about 4 to 6 weeks time would be the concluding one,
during which the draft AIT Charter would be finalized.

On behalf of the Asian Institute of Technology, AIT President Said Irandoust wished to once
again place on record our most sincere thanks and gratitude to MFA Thailand for their continued
advice, guidance and strong support, and to the former Chairman of the AIT Board of Trustees H.E.
Mr. Anand Panyarachun, under whose Chairmanship work on the Charter was initiated. The pri-
mary reason for pursuing a new AIT Charter has been to help upgrade and further strengthen the



capacity of AIT, through the reaffirmation of its international character and nature, building on it's
almost 50 years of service to region.

This work has been further consolidated under the helm of AIT's present Chairman Dr. Tej
Bunnag, and with the strong show of commitment and confidence from AIT's partners, the AIT
community remain confident that AIT will in the very near future attain its objective of becoming a
full-fledged international organization, which would enable the Institute to more effectively fulfill its
mandate of institutional and capacity building for the region and beyond.

On 1 February, AIT President Said Irandoust met with Dr. Tej Bunnnag, Chairman of the AIT
Board of Trustees, during which the AIT President was able to apprise Dr. Tej on some of the out-
comes of the 28 and 29 January meetings of the Working Group convened by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Thailand on the AIT Charter, as well as of some of the other developments at AIT.

President Irandoust once again expressed on behalf of AIT, our grateful thanks and apprecia-
tion to Dr. Tej for his valuable advice and guidance, as well as strong support which he continues to
render, particularly in relation to the work on the AIT Charter, which is very near its finalization.

AIT President's visit to Indonesia
AIT President Said Irandoust, along with Dr. Kunnawee Kanitpong, Transportation

Engineering, field of study coordinator, and Dr. Mukand Singh Babel, Water Engineering and
Management field of study coordinator, from the School of Engineering and Technology, were in
Indonesia this week on a promotional visit. As part of the trip, they met with a number of ministries
and universities helping to promote AIT activities with the involvement of AIT Center in Indonesia
(AIT-CI).

During this visit, the President participated in the AIT-CI Steering Committee which was
chaired by the Minister for Public Works, Indonesia. AIT also signed a general MoU with the State
Islamic University (UIN), Jakarta, and discussed future collaborative activities in some IT related
fields. They also had meetings with the Deputy Minister for Infrastructure of Bappenas - National
Development Planning Agency; Director General of the Civil Aviation, Ministry of Transportation;
Director General for Water Resources Development, Ministry of Public Works; and UNITAR offi-
cials.

Partnership with NIA Thailand
On 28 January 2008, AIT President Said Irandoust along with Vice Presidents for External

Relations and Research, Professors Vilas Wuwongse and S. K. Rakshit, met with Mr. Supachai
Lorlowhakarn, Director of the National Innovation Agency (NIA) Thailand (www.nia.or.th) and
colleagues along with Dr. Singha Chiamsiri, former AIT faculty who is now affiliated with the NIA
as a Senior Consultant to the Director of NIA.

The NIA operates under the Ministry of Science and Technology of the Thai Government. It
undertakes a broad-based and systematic approaches to building up the national innovation system by
fostering strategic innovation which enhances national productivity, encourages economic restructur-
ing and social development, as well as promoting national competitiveness. They discussed ways in
which AIT could partner NIA within the areas of service innovation, especially under the "Services
Science Collaboration Program." This is a consortium headed by the Government of Thailand and
IBM (of which AIT is part) aimed at further developing and strengthening the service science disci-
pline and manpower situation in Thailand.

Another initiative discussed was to introduce a "Venture Cup or Tournament" for business
ideas, wherein students are coached by universities and risk capitalists with the aim of helping link
business models developed by students to market and industry. AIT and NIA could also jointly work
in helping promote innovation systems in the region such as in Laos and Cambodia. Professor Vilas
and Professor Rakshit will follow up on this initiative. Dr. Singha helped with this important linkage
and also coordinated the meeting.



Partnership Agreement with VIT India
On 30 January 2008, AIT President Said Irandoust signed an MoU with the Vishwakarma

Institute of Technology (VIT) located in Pune (India) to collaborate on the development and the
establishment of two-stage master's programs, and on research cooperation and faculty and student
exchanges. To begin with the collaboration, two-stage master's programs in the field of Micro Sys-
tems Engineering and Energy are expected to start during the August 2008 intake, for which a memo-
randum of agreement is currently being formulated. The contact with VIT was developed by AIT
alumnus, Dr. Rajan Gengaje, presently Regional Disaster Response Adviser in UNOCHA Regional
Office for Asia & Pacific, and was followed up by Professor Sivanappan Kumar, Dean School of
Environmental Resources and Development. President Irandoust has appointed Dr. Joydeep Dutta,
Associate Dean, School of Engineering and Technology as the contact person in AIT for this collabo-
ration.

Meeting with CRI and Mahidol University
On 1 February 2008, AIT President Said Irandoust along with Professor S. K. Rakshit,

Vice President for Research; faculty colleagues Professor C. Visvanathan, and Dr. Preeda
Parkpian, and Dr. Pritam Shrestha, Head ERCO, met with officials from the Chulabhorn Research
Institute (CRI) and Mahidol University, discussing the new MoU which will be in effect for the com-
ing five years. They agreed on the modalities (only a few details remain), and expect to sign a new
MoU within this month. AIT greatly values our partnership with CRI and Mahidol University through
this innovative inter-university postgraduate education program in environmental toxicology, technol-
ogy and management, which will also help foster closer collaborations and interactions in other areas
between the partnering institutions.

AIT President meets with an AIT alumnus Dr. Satya Priya
On 31 January 2008, AIT President Said Irandoust met with AIT alumnus Dr. Satya Priya

(95 'AFE), who is currently the Assistant Vice President, Risk Management Solutions, based in India.
Dr. Priya's work in the private sector entails high-end consulting with multilateral and bilateral funding
agencies such as the World Bank, Asian Development Bank, UNDP, ISDR, IGES, and more. He is
involved in assisting many national and provincial governments in setting up policies and frameworks
to mainstream "overall climate change agenda," including impacts, adaptation and development. Dr.
Priya shared with President Irandoust his view on how AIT is in a better position and has the potential
advantage in developing this agenda for Asia and Pacific, and proposed that AIT add an academic
program on climate change to its portfolio. He also recommended that AIT have a more visible
research profile, looking at the adaptation part of climate change besides mitigation. The President
thanked Dr. Priya for his valuable suggestions and feedback which the President shall be further
discussing with colleagues at AIT.

DBA Program in Taiwan discussed
On 31 January 2008, AIT President Said Irandoust met with Mr. Stephen B. W. Sim, CEO of

ST International Co. Ltd., Taiwan, who is the Institute's DBA program marketing representative in
Taiwan, on how to further strengthen our collaboration. There are already a few students enrolled in
Taiwan both in the regular and DBA programs, and they also discussed issues related to strengthening
of the administrative processes and the quality of the program.

TV Journalists from Mongolia visits AIT
On 31 January 2008, AIT President Said Irandoust met with Mr. Siizkhuu Sainbileg,

Second Secretary from the Embassy of Mongolia, who accompanied the journalists from the Mongo-
lian National Television. The television crew is making a documentary about Mongolian students
studying at AIT, which will be broadcasted in the second half of February 2008. AIT President was
also interviewed by the TV crew as part of their coverage on AIT.



Academic Senate discusses academic requirements
President Said Irandoust took part in the Academic Senate meeting held on 30 January

2008. The major issue deliberated during the meeting was the 'Requirements of the 5-year Master's
leading to Doctoral Degree'. The program is now structured and compressed in order to be able to
conclude the program in a 5-years period. Those who can not or choose not to be transferred to the
doctoral degree program after two years could exit the program with a master's degree upon success-
ful completion of 38 credits of coursework (including 3 credits of special study), and 10 credits of
research study.

AIT-Afghanistan Task Force Meeting
A meeting of the AIT-Afghanistan Task Force was held on 1 February 2008 during which the

Task Force reviewed the project structure and also established the project office for the AIT-Balkh
University capacity building project, which is a joint undertaking of the Ministry of Higher Education,
Afghanistan and the World Bank. The Project Manager, along with supporting secretariat staff who
have now been appointed, and the Task Force reviewed and finalized the detailed roles and responsi-
bilities, as well as planned how to implement the first phase. It was also decided that the whole project
team would visit Afghanistan during the second week of March 2008.

According to the President, AIT is among the very few institutions that has been awarded such
a large project in the context of the strengthening the capacity of universities in Afghanistan This
project is also at the core of what AIT's mission stands for; which is to help in the building of human
and institutional capacities for countries such as Afghanistan, wherein AIT can effectively make use of
its almost 50 years of acquired knowledge and expertise in helping set up the structures and founda-
tion, for the creation of strong academic institutions. Therefore, it is of vital importance that we make
all attempts in ensuring that this project, which is an institutional undertaking, is a success, and has a
strong and positive impact. This will have broader ramifications, in terms of AIT's reputation and
name, within Afghanistan as well as the World Bank, and other multilateral funding agencies. The
success of this undertaking could eventually lead to many other opportunities into the future. There-
fore, President Irandoust would like to encourage and urge all the Schools, AIT Extension, fields of
study, and faculty and staff members who will be engaged in the project to put in their full efforts and
commitment in ensuring its success.

Grants for research, project, training, and conference provided to AIT
AIT recently received grants for research, projects, training, and conference from various

organizations as follows:
AIT has signed a new contract agreement with Poyry Energy Ltd (Switzerland) for a research

project on Hydraulic Model Test of La Confluencia Hydroelectric Drop/Surge Shaft coordinated by
Mr. Arturo Roa of Water Engineering and Management Field of Study, School of Engineering and
Technology (SET). This project will run for 3 months with a total budget of 1 Million Baht.

Another collaborative research grant coordinated by Dr. Shinji Tanaka and Dr. Wataru
Takeuchi, Visiting Professors to SET, entitled Regional Network Office for Urban Safety (RNUS), is
funded by the University of Tokyo with a total budget of 1.1 million Baht. This support will run for 3
years.

The faculty of Energy Field of Study, School of Environment Resources and Development
(SERD), Dr. N. Mithulananthan, Dr. Weerakorn Ongsakul, Professor S. Kumar, and Prof Ram
Shrestha are organizing an International Conference on Energy Security and Climate Change: Issues,
Strategies and Options with a total budget of 800,000 Baht.

Dr Thammarat Koottatep, also from SERD's Environmental Engineering and Management
(EEM) Field of Study is coordinating a research project under SEA-UEMA project funded by CIDA
on Sustainable Wastewater Management in Tsunami-hit Area through People Participation.

Environmental Engineering and Management (EEM) Field of Study, Professor C.
Visvanathan's proposal on Research and Development on Wastewater Treatment Technology for



Perfluorooactane sulfonate (PFOS) and Perflurorooctonoic Acid (PFOA) Contaminated Industries has
been awarded a research grant by the New Energy and Industrial Technology Development (NEDO)
and with support from National Science and Technology Development Agency (NSTDA), Thailand.
This is a joint project with Mahidol University's Dr. Suwanna Kitpati Boontanon, and the whole
program is coordinated by Kyoto University. Furthermore, another project proposal from Professor
C. Visvanathan to European Commission 7th Framework Programme (FP7), with a lead partner
BIOAZUL in Spain, has been accepted for funding. This project is entitled "Integrated Sustainable
Solid Waste Management in Asia".

The AIT Extension is currently organizing the Training Course on Management Consulting
Essentials which is coordinated by Mr. Voravate Chonlasin and Mr. Bahul Raj Shrestha with a
total budget of 800,000 Baht.

Dean SET to serve as a member of the Honorable Board of the Mekong Organization for
Mankind (MOM)

Congratulations to Professor Worsak Kanok-Nukulchai, Dean SET, who has been invited to
serve as a member of the Honorable Board of the Mekong Organization for Mankind (MOM) http://
momthai.org/ . The MOM was formed in 2003, by the philanthropic group of prominent academic,
former high ranking officers, prominent business people in this region, diplomats and people in other
related sectors, to carry out the landmine action in remote areas. It also works toward implementing
long-term, sustainable and appropriate development projects in the Greater Mekong Sub-region. Dr.
Tej Bunnag, AIT Board Chairman, serves as the Honorary Chair of the Advisory Board of MOM.

AIT cricket team wins its third match of the premier division
Congratulations to Mr. Zia Uddin, Captain of the AIT cricket team and the rest of the play-

ers, who recently won their third match of the premier division against Thailand Colts cricket club.
They were victorious by a huge margin of 146 runs. Our congratulations also to Tahir for having won
a well deserved "Man of the Match" award.

Job vacancies
Position: Program Officer/ERCO, AIT
Ref. No. 007/08
Deadline of Application: 10 February 2008

Job Description:
The Program Officer will primarily look after Southeast Asian countries, although s/he may be

assigned other countries.
* To work under the supervision of Head - External Relations and Communications Office (ERCO)
* Liaise and communicate externally with donors/partners and within AIT.
* Prepare proposals for submission to various current and potential donors/partners for resource
mobilization for AIT, including scholarships.
* Prepare Memorandum of Understandings (MoUs) or Agreements (MoAs).
* Monitor and write reports on the use of funds/grants for scholarships and activities of some spon-
sored projects.
* Be a member of the Promotion team within ERCO and contribute in promotional activities - such as
in producing brochures and posters, taking part in educational fairs, advertisements, etc.
* Conduct research on higher education market -  education providers, education receivers, and
funding sources
* Prepare visitor's programs for visitors to AIT, and for AIT officials visiting partners, and take care
of the visitors.
* Contribute to the development of strategies and plans of the Institute and ERCO.
* Other relevant assignments as assigned by AIT Central Administration.
Qualifications
* Relevant degree (minimum Bachelor's degree with three years of experience), preferably in interna-



tional relations.
* Relevant experience, including in communications, promotions, and higher education research.
* Experience in dealing with donor organizations.
* Familiarity with international, regional, diplomatic, government and non-governmental organizations
including development agencies and UN organizations.
* Excellent English proficiency with demonstrated writing skills.
* Ability to come up with own initiatives, and creative in solving problems.
* Ability to work under time pressure and in a multicultural environment.
* Articulate, ability to work both independently and in a team, and remain committed to the mission
and principles of AIT.
* Familiarity and knowledge about Southeast Asian countries, including their language and culture -
an advantage
* Experience in the private sector - an advantage
* Knowledge and experience in financial management - an advantage.
Letters of application, including curriculum vitae, a recent photograph, and the names, affiliations,
addresses and telephone numbers of two referees should be submitted to:
Human Resources Office
Asian Institute of Technology
P.O. Box 4, Klong Luang, Pathumtani, Thailand
Tel. no. (66-2) 5245019; Fax no. (66-2) 5245056
Email us at: hro@ait.ac.th

Please do not forget to indicate the Reference Number. Only shortlisted candidates will be
notified.

UNFCCC - United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change http://unfccc.int/
2860.php

Job Title:  Associate Information Systems Officer (P2) - Sustainable Development Mecha-
nisms Programme -
Duty Station: Bonn, Germany
Deadline: 22 February 2008 -

Address to Chief - Human Resources Unit - mailto:vacancies@unfccc.int
Click on URLs for vacancy announcement and background documents.
http://unfccc.int/tools_xml/ie_08_E002.pdf -
http://unfccc.int/secretariat/employment/vacancies/items/1216.php


