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Note: Getting your AIT-related news item or announcement published is easy and free: To submit
AIT news items to the e-Bulletin, e-mail them to pssu@ait.ac.th. Remember to include such relevant
details as complete contact information, who, what where, when and why, and to spell out any abbre-
viations or acronyms. Deadline for Friday publication is 4 p.m. Thursday. All submissions will be
edited for content, style and suitable headline.

News for this week:

- Promotional Visit to Indonesia
- A Special lecture by Mr. Emaduddin Ahmad
- Pre-Proposals to ProsperNET
- Symposium and Workshop on Urban Energy and Carbon Management/ Modelling
- AIT's participation at AGS Annual Meeting
- Cooperation with CIRAD, France
- Positive feedback from partners
- Visit of JST Delegation
- Visit from IRIS
- Passing away of Mr. Arthur Vespry, former Director of the AIT Library
- SERD welcomes a Visiting Associate Professor in Energy
- SET welcomes Visiting Faculty from University of Tokyo
- AIT Extension organizes several training programs
- Academic Open Forum
- Training sessions on the Use of Turnitin Plagiarism Detection Software
- The World Bank's Robert S. McNamara Fellowships Program

Promotional Visit to Indonesia
AIT President Said Irandoust along with Dr. Kunnawee Kanitpong, Transportation

Engineering, field of study Coordinator and Dr. Mukand Singh Babel, Water Engineering and Man-
agement field of study Coordinator, from the School of Engineering and Technology, visited Indonesia
during 3-6 February 2008, highlights of which are provided below.

3 February
The AIT delegation had an informal brainstorming meeting with Dr. Sugimin Pranoto,

Director of the AIT Center in Indonesia (AIT-CI) and his team, on strategies as to how AIT-CI could
further increase its visibility; enhance its networking using existing platforms with donor agencies,
international organizations, industry, universities and ministries. Ir. Agoes Widjanarko, the new Secre-
tary General, Ministry of Public Works, also participated in the meeting.

AIT-CI, in collaboration with UNITAR, is planning to conduct a number of workshops for
local governments within the area of regional infrastructure development. Under the envisaged col-
laboration, AIT could play an important role in supporting national policies and in the implementation
of the government's sustainable decentralization program in the development of an integrated infra-
structure development program. As part of this scheme, AIT and UNITAR could conduct a series of
workshops for autonomous local governments of the Republic of Indonesia. AIT-CI will follow up on
this initiative, and is also considering other thematic workshops in collaboration with AIT in order to
better introduce AIT in the Indonesian market. All of these are means to identify better the needs of
the various involved actors.



4 February
Director-General of the Civil Aviation: AIT President along with Dr. Kunnawee, Dr. Babel,

and the AIT-CI team met with Dr. Budhi Mulayawan Suyinto, Director-General of the Civil Avia-
tion, Indonesia. The AIT delegation introduced AIT, the institute's partnership with Sri Lankan Air-
lines through their aviation academy, and also the concept of airport planning and design for civil
aviation. AIT will soon sign a general MoU with the Civil Aviation, and AIT-CI will help follow up on
concrete training and degree programs relevant to civil aviation of Indonesia, which AIT and AIT-CI
could jointly offer.

AIT Steering Committee Meeting: The AIT-CIT Steering Committee meeting was Chaired by
H.E. Dr. Ir. Djoko Kirmanto, Minister for Public Works, and attended by Ir. Agoes Widjanarko,
Secretary General, Ministry of Public Works; representative from the Ministry of National Education,
and other participants. Dr. Sugimin presented AIT-CI's annual report of 2007 and also plans for 2008.
The Minister expressed his and the Ministry's strong and continued support to AITCI. He emphasized
the need for AIT-CI to be more proactive in networking with other agencies in Indonesia. The Minis-
ter also encouraged AIT-CI to forge closer ties with the private sector active in Indonesia, especially
within the area of infrastructure development. The representative from the Ministry of National
Education also reaffirmed the continued commitment and support of the Ministry to AIT-CI for 2008
and beyond. There are several opportunities for scholarships available for students attending the two-
stage master's programs of AIT-CI, as evidenced from the recent support to AIT by both the Ministry
of Public Works and National Education.

AIT alumnus, Dr. Ahmad Lanti (WRE M.Eng.'83) who is the Chairman of the Jakarta Water
Supply Regulatory Body, also attended the Steering Committee meeting, and informed the meeting of
the good news that two faculty members from AIT will be invited to be part of the consultant team
which will conduct the feasibility study for the flood control project based on the "Multi Purpose
Deep Tunnel (MPDT) of the Jakarta Water Supply Regulatory Body".

Meeting with DG for Water Resources: AIT President Irandoust along with Dr. Babel and the
AIT-CI team met with Ir. Iwan Nursyirwan Diar, Director General of Water Resources. The Deputy
Director General and Advisor to the Minister were also present at the meeting. Dr. Babel made a
presentation on the activities within the water engineering and management fields, experiences of AIT
within these areas, and highlighted some of the regional projects conducted by AIT, the different types
of short courses which AIT offers within this field, including internet-based modular programs, as well
as the new concept of professional master's programs in integrated water resources management. AIT
will follow up through the AIT-CI in firming up the partnership through concrete collaboration.

5 February
State Islamic University: The AIT delegation met with Professor Dr. Komaruddin Hidayat,

Rector of the State Islamic University (UIN), which is the first Islamic state university in Indonesia,
with more than 23,000 students. They signed a general MoU, and UIN is interested to develop a two-
stage masters program with AIT, which AIT-CI will follow up on.

BAPPENAS: The AIT delegation met with Dr. Dedy Priapna, Deputy Minister, Ministry of
National Development Planning / National Development Planning Agency (BAPPENAS) and the
Director Mr. Donny Azdan. During the discussions they presented AIT's broad range of activities of
relevance to the ministry, some of the training models, and concepts of professional master's pro-
grams. AIT will soon be submitting a concrete proposal for 20 students to undertake a professional
master's program in integrated water resources management for consideration by BAPPENA. During
the visit, AIT signed a general MoU with the ministry and within four weeks plan to also sign a MoA
to conduct training programs for the ministry within this field.

Informal Dinner with Ambassador of Azerbaijan: AIT President Irandoust was invited to an
informal dinner by H.E. Mr. Ibrahim A. Hajiyev, Ambassador of the Republic of Azerbaijan to
Indonesia on the evening of 5 February.

During his stay in Jakarta, President Irandoust also met with Mr. Nico Barito, Senior Fellow,
UNITAR, who is a member of the Institute-level Advisory Board and the AIT Center in Indonesia



Steering Committee. The President discussed the possible role for AIT in UNITAR's socialization
program for the IT sector of Azerbaijan. As part of this concept AIT's role would be to partner
UNITAR in developing a concept of IT infrastructure for the Republic of Azerbaijan under subcon-
tract from UNITAR. Mr. Nico will be visiting AIT in the near future to discuss with interested col-
leagues the specifics of the project and partnership opportunities.

AIT President had a telephone conversation with Professor Hubert Gijzen, Director and
Representative UNESCO Office, Jakarta, who is a member of the Executive Committee and AIT
Board of Trustees, and requested his support in assisting our AIT-CI in its networking efforts. Profes-
sor Gijzen was most positive and assured the President that he would be in touch with AIT-CI and
help with possible linkages and also explore other opportunities for partnership.

A Special lecture by Mr. Emaduddin Ahmad
AIT recently played host on February 8th to a special lecture by Mr. Emaduddin Ahmad,

Executive Director, Institute of Water Modelling (IWM), Bangladesh on the "Use of Mathematical
Hydraulic Models to support IWRM in Bangladesh". The event was organized by the AIT Golden
Jubilee Fundraising Campaign under the leadership of Dr. Khin Ni Ni Thein, AIT Vice President for
Development and Resources and the faculty of the Water Engineering Management Faculty (WEM).

Mr. Emaduddin Ahmad has a professional career that spans thirty-six years in the planning
and management of water resources. Mr. Ahmad graduated in civil engineering from Bangladesh
University of Engineering Technology (BUET) in 1969 and later completed his MEng in Water
Resources from AIT, Bangkok, with specialisation in the mathematical modelling of unsteady flow in
the rivers.

In his lecture, Mr. Ahmad explained how mathematical tools are presently being used at
various levels in Bangladesh to support IWRM. He also touched on the current problems being faced,
and what needs to be done to adapt such tools in the future. Of particular note was the fact that
sedimentation in large river basins of the Ganges and Brahmaputra rivers has now created consider-
able instability in terms of the water flow of many Bangladeshi rivers. This disturbing development is
now monitored through the use of modelling techniques, which the lecturer explained in detail.

Mr. Ahmad demonstrated how his organization has managed to achieve a balance of action; by
means of modelling techniques to satisfy the needs of local people, along with political will. He also
presented the AIT audience with concrete examples of the application of modelling techniques from
the irrigation sector and tidal river management in which the results were highly appreciated by local
people.

Following his lecture, the speaker fielded questions from the audience, which led to an inter-
esting discussion on the scope of using these tools in the field. At the conclusion of the talk, Mr.
Ahmad was extended a vote of thanks by Dr. M.S. Babel, WEM FoS Coordinator.

Pre-Proposals to ProsperNET
A group of faculty members from School of Management (SOM) and School of Environment,

Resources and Development (SERD), with support from the Vice President for Academic Affairs
Professor Peter Haddawy, submitted two pre-proposals to ProsperNET for possible funding. The brief
proposals concern Capacity Building for Case Studies in Sustainable Development and Integrating
Sustainable Development into Business School Curricula.  ProsperNET is a consortium of universities
dedicated to integrating sustainable development into postgraduate education, lead by UNU-IAS.
Prof. Haddawy will present the proposals at the upcoming ProsperNET meeting at UNU-IAS in
March so the consortium can discuss them and decide how to move forward.

Symposium and Workshop on Urban Energy and Carbon Management/ Modelling
AIT, Global Carbon Project (GCP), and National Institute for Environmental Studies (NIES)

jointly organized an International Symposium on "Urban Energy and Carbon Management: Challenges
for Science and Policy" on February 4, 2008 and an International Workshop on "Urban Energy and



Carbon Modeling" on February 5-6, 2008 at the AIT Conference Center.
The International Symposium was aimed at clarifying scientific and policy issues surrounding

urban energy and carbon management and to create a better linkage between science and policy. The
symposium was attended by more than 45 prominent researchers from 12 countries representing key
institutions from USA, Europe, South America, Australia and Asia including people from policy
communities such as UNEP, UNESCAP and International Council for Local Environmental Initiative
(ICLEI).

The International Workshop on February 5-6 discussed methodological approaches, data
availability issues, energy & carbon modeling techniques and presented the urban energy and carbon
modeling of 14 key cities including 12 leading world mega-cities. The workshop was attended by 35
experts from prominent research and academic institutions from 12 countries working on urban
energy and carbon. The participants in the Workshop agreed to establish Urban Energy and Climate
Modeling Forum, and further discussed concrete research collaboration opportunities, ways to bridge
data gaps and to bring out publications in established international journals to enhance the state of
knowledge in the area of urban energy and carbon management.

The event received good coverage by the Thai English-language newspaper The Nation, which
published an account of the symposium held on 5 February 2008. Professor Ram Shrestha of AIT
and AIT alumnus Dr. Shobhakar Dhakal of GCP coordinated the organization of the two events.

http://www.ait.ac.th/AIT/news-and-events/2008/news-1/symposium04.jpg

AIT's participation at AGS Annual Meeting
Following the long collaboration between AIT and the University of Tokyo, Prof. Chongrak

Polprasert of School of Environment, Resources and Development (SERD), was invited to attend the
Alliance for Global Sustainability (AGS) annual meeting held at MIT, USA during 28 January - 1
February 2008. He co-chaired the session on "Sustainability for all: Implications of New Pathways for
the Developing World" and presented a keynote address on "Sustainable Water Environment Manage-
ment in Asia" highlighting the success of human resource development through collaboration between
AIT and University of Tokyo and other donor agencies.

Cooperation with CIRAD, France
On 29 January 2008, Professor Sudip K. Rakshit, Vice-President for research, received a

visit from Dr. Gabriel de Taffin, outgoing Regional Director for Continental South-East Asia, and
Dr. Jean-Claude Maillard, the new Regional Director for Continental South-East Asia as of 1 Febru-
ary 2008, both from the French Agricultural Research Center for International Development
(CIRAD). This meeting provided an opportunity to introduce AIT to Dr.  Maillard and to take stock
of current and prospective collaborations between AIT and CIRAD. During their visit, Dr. de Taffin
and Dr. Maillard also interacted with Prof. S. Kumar, Dean SERD, Dr. Rajendra Shrestha, Natu-
ral Resources Management Field of Study Coordinator, Dr. Mukand Babel, Water Engineering and
Management Field of Study Coordinator, Dr. Sylvain Perret, seconded from CIRAD and faculty at
both SET and SERD, Dr. Pritam K Shrestha, Head ERCO and Mr. Jean-Philippe Thouard, Advisor to
the administration.

CIRAD and AIT have collaborated for more than two decades now, with seconded CIRAD
researchers being almost continuously present at AIT. Areas of cooperation currently include water
economy and management, biotechnologies and geographical information systems. AIT and CIRAD's
research priorities, both focusing primarily on poverty alleviation and sustainable development actu-
ally overlap to a significant extent and other concrete areas of collaboration are possible, such as bio-
energies, climate change and its impact on the environment and  societies, ecological intensification,
etc. CIRAD has engaged in a process to review its worldwide strategy and asked for AIT's views and
inputs, which AIT will provide in the near future.



Positive feedback from partners
AIT works as a partner and resource to channel development assistance of many donors/

government agencies, international organizations and foundations in the region. In doing so, AIT
demonstrates an excellent understanding of their development cooperation priorities and goals. These
partnerships, over a period of time, help to develop bring mutual trust and offer opportunities to
further discuss the strengths and constraints of both parties, leading to a better understanding of
partnerships.

Based on understanding of the needs and priorities of donors/partners, AIT, for many years,
has been delivering the products in a professional manner both on the academic and administrative
fronts. This positive outcome of collaborations does not only fulfill the expectations of partners and
lead to goodwill, but also helps renewal of support such as evidenced from positive feedback received
from Sida, and more recently from the Finnish Government delegation visiting AIT.

Sida, in a recent message, has re-emphasized its appreciation for AIT's efforts to assist and
direct the Swedish development cooperation in a productive way. Sweden is one of the main donors
of AIT, and this positive feedback, which is largely due to the hard and dedicated work and efforts of
our colleagues, taking care of the partnership, at all levels, does indeed send a most positive signal to
the rest of our partners. As a partner in development, AIT is in the position to further consolidate and
refine its role as an important institution for the region and beyond, with its focus on science for
development and poverty alleviation.

Visit of JST Delegation
A delegation of the Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST) led by Mr. Michiaki

Ohkubo, Director of Department of International Affairs, visited AIT on 5 February 2008 and met
with Professor Vilas Wuwongse, Vice  President, External Relations and others senior AIT adminis-
trators. The JST plans to hold a seminar on Appropriate, Promising technologies toward High-level
Water Circulation Asian Society: International R&D themes for safety water in Bangkok during 10-11
March 2008 and has invited AIT to be a co-organizer with them. One of the purposes of this seminar
is to develop new research ideas for further collaborations among academic institution in Asia. Several
water environment experts from Asian Universities including some from AIT will be presenting their
research works at this seminar which is coordinated by Professor Shinichiro Ohgaki of The University
of Tokyo, Japan and Professor Chongrak Polprasert of AIT. About 40 AIT students will be invited to
attend this seminar free of charge. According to Professor Ohgaki, who is also Vice Chairperson of
the AIT Board of Trustees, JST is the largest funding agency for science and technology in Japan and
is now setting up a new international research funding program on water and environment in which
AIT will be a potential partner in this endeavor.
(return to top of Bulletin)

Visit from IRIS
Recently Dr. Asbjorn Bergheim, Senior Research Scientist Marine Environment from the

International Research Institute of Stavanger (IRIS), Norway visited AIT and met with Professor S.
K. Rakshit, Vice President for Research. IRIS is currently collaborating with AIT, with Dr.
Dhirendra Thakur as the AIT PI, in a project contributing their expertise in the areas of water
circulation and exchange, recirculation of water, oxygenation of water and environmental monitoring
of water and organism quality. IRIS www.irisresearch.no is a reputed research institute which places
emphasis on applied research and commercialization. They are 90% project financed for example by
the petroleum industry, land based industry and commerce, regulatory authorities and the Research
Council of Norway and EU. IRIS is presently involved in an active collaboration with the University
of Stavanger to develop new student education courses within the field of environment science,
ecotoxicology and biomarker research. The possibility of there being synergies and collaboration
between AIT and IRIS in some of their areas of competence which include marine biology, biochemis-
try, biotechnology, ecology, physiology, ecotoxicology, molecular biology, microbiology, organic



chemistry & inorganic chemistry an aquaculture, were also considered, and will be further pursued.

Passing away of Mr. Arthur Vespry, former Director of the AIT Library
The AIT community recently learnt with sadness of the passing away of Mr. Arthur Vespry,

who was from 1983 to 1985 Associate Director and from 1985 to 1993 Director of the AIT Library
(then called the Library and Regional Documentation Center). On the occasion of his retirement in
1993, Professor Alastair M. North, then President of AIT, commented that Arthur Vespry had "moved
the concept of the Library from being simply a provider of information to requesting users to include
human resources development through training and workshops." Indeed, through those capacity
building initiatives, Arthur Vespry contributed significantly to the modernization of libraries in the
greater Asian region, changing them from simple book holders to focused information management
and services providers.

On behalf of the AIT community, AIT President Said Irandoust presents his condolences to the
family of Arthur Vespry and to his many friends and colleagues in the region.

SERD welcomes a Visiting Associate Professor in Energy
School of Environment, Resources and Development welcomes Dr. Charles O.P.  Mapaung

who joined AIT in January 2008 Semester as a Visiting Associate Professor of the Energy Field of
Study, SERD

Before joining AIT, Dr. Mapaung was an Associate Professor at the Department of Electrical
Engineering, Christian University of Indonesia, Jakarta, Indonesia.  Dr. Mapaung received his Ph.D.
from Energy Program, Asian Institute of Technology.  He has published International Journals 7,
International conference 16, Research Report 10, Booklet 7, and International Paper Reviewer 3 and
his post doctoral was from the Department of Electrical and Electronics Engineering, Sophia Univer-
sity, Japan.  His area of specialization is Generation expansion planning, Energy sector development,
Environmental mitigation.

Dr. Mapaung is offering courses ED72.12: Energy Statistics and Energy Demand Forecasting,
3(2-3) and  ED72.25:  Energy Economic Modeling and Policy Analysis, 3(2-3) at the Energy Field of
Study in January 2008 Semester.

He can be contacted in room ET-233 Energy Building II, and over the telephone extension
8332.

SET welcomes Visiting Faculty from University of Tokyo
The School of Engineering and Technology (SET) welcomes Dr. Shinji Tanaka as a Visiting

Assistant Professor in the Transportation Engineering Field of Study for a period of two years, from1
January 2008 to 31 July 2009.  He is seconded to SET by the International Center for Urban Safety
Engineering (ICUS), Institute of Industrial Science of the University of Tokyo.

Dr. Tanaka is an Assistant Professor ICUS.  He completed his doctoral studies in civil engi-
neering from the University of Tokyo in 2007 and obtained his master's and bachelor's degrees in Civil
Engineering from the same university.  His areas of expertise revolve around traffic engineering,
traffic management and ITS (Intelligent Transport Systems).

During his stay at TRE/SET, Dr. Tanaka is serving as co-coordinator of the Regional Network
Office for Urban Safety (RNUS), with Dr. Wataru Takeuchi in the Remote Sensing & Geographic
Information Systems Field of Study, teaching the course CE73.24: "Intelligent Transportation Sys-
tems" during the January Semester. He is also contributing as a chairperson and/or a committee
member for master's and doctoral students' supervision in the Transportation Engineering Field of
Study.

For further information about Dr. Tanaka, you may visit:
http://www.set.ait.ac.th/people/profile/stanaka

He can be contacted at room N260C, ext. 5681 or email at: stanaka@ait.ac.th



AIT Extension organizes several training programs
The AIT Extension is currently organizing several training programs as follows: International

Exposure Program on Financing SMEs; University of Management and Administration funded by
University of Balochistan, Pakistan; Integrated Coastal Management in Thailand funded by United
Nations International Development Organization (UNIDO); Program on Best Practices in HR in the
Financial Services Sector funded by Bank of India (RBI); and Study Visit Program on Biodiversity
Management and Conservation funded by United Nations Development Program- Global Environ-
ment Facility (UNDP-GEF).

Academic Open Forum
The AIT Student Union Academic Affairs Committee organized an Academic Open Forum on

13 February 2008. The theme of the Forum was "Your Academic Concern and AIT's Response". AIT
President Said Irandoust along with the Vice President for Academic Affairs Professor Peter Haddawy
and the members of the Institute Education Council attended this forum to share some of their views
and plans for addressing the problems of various academic issues. The objective of this open forum
was to improve the communications between the administration, faculty, staff on one hand and the
students.

Training sessions on the Use of Turnitin Plagiarism Detection Software
At the request of Professor Sivanappan Kumar, the Dean of the School of Environment,

Resources & Development the AIT Library organized a series of training sessions recently for SERD
students on the use of the Turnitin plagiarism detection software.  The training provided an overview
of Turnitin - what it is; its purpose; how it works; what it searches; originality reports; and degree of
overall similarity index. The training focused on how to use Turnitin - creating a user profile for new
users; submitting a paper; and viewing submissions. Additional documents were also provided to the
participants for their additional reading and reference when writing their papers and research reports.
These additional documents include what is plagiarism; types of plagiarism; plagiarism and the
Internet; preventing plagiarism; and plagiarism prevention for students. An impressive turnout of 91
SERD students participated in the training sessions.

A series of Turnitin training sessions will also be organized for School of Engineering and
Technology and School of Management students, as well as for interested faculty members, after the
mid-term examination week this semester. Turnitin, which offers a lot of options, is a very useful tool
for faculty members to evaluate their students' papers and in providing guidance to their students in
improving their writing skills.  AIT President Said Irandoust encourages all faculty members to rou-
tinely use this software for checking class assignments, special study reports, proposals, and thesis
drafts. Those who have any questions, please contact the Library Coordinator, Ms Pranee Kiriyanant
(pranek@ait.ac.th), who is the official account administrator for this service.

The World Bank's Robert S. McNamara Fellowships Program
Application 2008-09
The Robert S. McNamara Fellowships Program provides support to young researchers work-

ing in academic and research institutions from developing countries, and preparing a doctoral thesis in
a subject related to development. Research grants cover residence costs in a university or research
center in a member country of the World Bank other than the home country or country of residence of
the candidate. Fellowships are awarded for a period of five to ten months and must be completed
between July 2008 and June 2009. The maximum amount of the grant is US$25,000.

Application forms and Information about the application procedure are available on the World
Bank Scholarships Program website: (www.worldbank.org/scholarships). Completed application
packages must be received in Washington, D.C., by March 31, 2008. The awards will be announced in
June 2008.

Correspondences and information requests may be sent to:



      Robert S. McNamara Fellowships Program
      The World Bank
      MSN J2-204
      1818 H St. NW
      Washington DC, 20433, USA
      email: rsm_fellowships@worldbank.org
      fax: (202) 522-403


