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Note: Getting your AIT-related news item or announcement published is easy and free: To submit
AIT news items to the e-Bulletin, e-mail them to pssu@ait.ac.th. Remember to include such relevant
details as complete contact information, who, what where, when and why, and to spell out any abbre-
viations or acronyms. Deadline for Friday publication is 4 p.m. Thursday. All submissions will be
edited for content, style and suitable headline. ALL THE TEXT MUST BE SUBMITTED IN WORD
FORMAT.

News for this week:

- Sirindhorn International Environmental Park Foundation (SIEP) and AIT sign an MoU to
establish a strategic alliance

- Global Warming Alert: Taking Action in Nonthaburi Municipality
- An AIT alumnus appointed as a Director General of the Wastewater Management Authority

of Thailand
- Preuksa real estate company discusses partnership with AIT
- Essay Writing/Photo Essay Contest to celebrate the International Women's Day
- ISE Seminar on Focused Ion Beam Machining of Cell Culture Dish
- AIT's IntERLab to host the 10th Asia Pacific Next Generation Camp of APNG
- A Conference on "An International Perspective on Environmental and Water Resources"
- 108 Shop Expands Store On-campus

Sirindhorn International Environmental Park Foundation (SIEP) and AIT sign an MoU to
establish a strategic alliance

On 29 February 2008, Dr. Sumet Tanti-Vejkul, Chairman of the Foundation Board, The
Sirindhorn International Environmental Park Foundation (SIEP), and Prof. Said Irandoust, President
of the Asian Institute of Technology (AIT), signed a Memorandum of Understanding to establish a
strategic alliance to promote the advancement and dissemination of knowledge in the scientific and
technological areas of energy, natural resources and environment.

According to the MoU, the parties will cooperate in education, research and outreach activi-
ties in line with the respective mandates of AIT and SIEP as well as exchanging and sharing of infor-
mation and intellectual assets which are mutually beneficial to both parties. AIT and SIEP will also
jointly work towards establishing and seeking resources for a student fellowship fund to enable
deserving students to enroll at AIT and conduct research at SIEP.

Aside from AIT administration and faculty members, the MoU signing was attended by Prof.
Mario T. Tabucanon, a Special Advisor to the SIEP Chairman and Professor of Industrial Engineering
and Management at School of Engineering and Technology, AIT.

Also attending the signing ceremony are distinguished guests from the Foundation namely
Thanpuying Putrie Viravaidya, His Majesty's Deputy Principal, Private Secretary and Vice Chairper-
son of the SIEP Board; Pol.Maj.Gen. Direk  Pongpamorn, SIEP Secretary General; Pol.Gen.
Kamron  Leeyawanish, SIEP Board Advisor; SIEP Board Members Prof. Dr.Sanit  Aksornkaew,
Pol.Lt.Gen.Nipon Siriwong, Mr.Piyasawad  Amaranan,  Momluang Chanapan  Klidakorn,
Mr.Pornchai Noodsuwan, Mr.Chirdpong Siriwich, Mr.Wanchai  Saratoonthad; Representative
of Mr. Chalermkiet Sanviset, SIEP Board Member; Mr.Boonchop  Suthamanaswong, Representa-
tive of Department of Environmental Quality Promotion; Pol.Lt.Col. Assadaporn Ngamplang, SIEP
office manager; Ms.Areeporn Sitthiyanpaiboon; SIEP Lecturer; and Mr. Thanavit  Chaiyapa,
SIEP Data officer.



Global Warming Alert: Taking Action in Nonthaburi Municipality
Nonthaburi Municipality (adjacent to Bangkok), in cooperation with the Southeast Asia Urban

Environmental Management Applications Project at AIT, will organize a half-day policy workshop to
help local stakeholders address air pollution problems and global warming issues caused by burning
agricultural waste.

The half-day workshop will be conducted in the Thai-language and will be held on 3 March
2008 at the Richmond Hotel in Nonthaburi. Climate change experts Dr. Monthip Tabucanon of the
Ministry of Natural Resources (MONRE) and Dr. Nguyen Kim Oanh from AIT will be on hand to
discuss relevant environmental measures on climate change and how these can be effectively imple-
mented in Thailand. Nonthaburi Province Governor Churdvit Ridhiprasart and Nonthaburi Mayor
Somnuk Thanadechakul will also attend the event.

Aside from global warming and climate change policy issues, the forum will also discuss
alternative measures to control open burning of agricultural residues. These alternative measures will
not only improve local air quality and lessen the impact of global warming; these can also be a source
of additional income for local rice farmers.

Reference:
Dr. Nowarat Coowanitwong, SEA-UEMA Project - AIT

Email: nowarat@ait.ac.th
Phone: 02-524-6132

Ms. Pornsri Kichtham
Director, Environment and Health Department
Nonthaburi Municipality
Tel. 02-589-0503

An AIT alumnus appointed as a Director General of the Wastewater Management Authority of
Thailand

Mr. Tanong Tantithirawit, an AIT alumnus (EE'75), was  recently appointed as Director
General of the Wastewater Management Authority (WMA), Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environment, Thailand.

Mr. Tanong received his M. Eng. in 1975 from AIT in the environmental engineering.  Prior to
joining the WMA, Mr. Tanong worked as a civil engineer at the Wastewater Treatment System Sec-
tion, Sanitary Engineering Division, Department of Public Works and Town and Country Planning,
Ministry of Interior.

Preuksa real estate company discusses partnership with AIT
As a result of the strategy of the Fundraising Campaign to directly approach highly ranked

companies in Thailand for partnership and collaboration opportunities for AIT, on February 27th
Preuksa Real Estate Company , a public limited company and at present ranked 2nd in Thailand in the
construction business, met with AIT President, Professor Said Irandoust to discuss possibilities for
collaboration.

Mr. Vearvit Sattayanon, Executive Vice-President, Mr. Amornpol Thupawirote, Executive
Vice-President and Dr. Supakit Swatekititham R&D Executive from Preuksa met with the AIT
President along with Mr. Sanjeev Jayasinghe, Director FRC, Mr. Tenzin Rabgyal, Program Of-
ficer, ERCO and Ms. Manjulika Bhatia from the fundraising campaign.

President Irandoust outlined the possible areas of joint cooperation and mutually beneficial
opportunities for partnership between Preuksa and AIT. The representatives from the company ex-
pressed a keen interest in funding research possibilities (such as funding a laboratory), as well as
programmes for their executives at AIT, and hosting a visit of AIT students to their company. They
were keen to explore in more detail the ways in which their company can forge a partnership with the
Institute and have asked for more input in order to move forward with a concrete action plan. The
discussions will be formalized into a Memorandum of Understanding in the near future.



Essay Writing/Photo Essay Contest to celebrate the International Women's Day
AIT's Golden Jubilee Fundraising Campaign (1959 - 2009) in partnership with Gender and

Development Studies (GDS), Field of Study, proudly launches the 1st AIT GJFC - GDS Essay Writ-
ing/Photo Essay Contest in celebration of the International Women's Day on March 8, 2008.

Essay Theme: How can men and women work together for change?
1. Essay Guidelines:

- Entry will be judged on the basis of relevance, coherence and clarity of message
- Placing a title to the entry is preferred but not required
- Font size: 11 -12 Arial/Times New Roman
- Deadline of Submission is on March 3, 2008

Essay Question: In your opinion, how can men and women work together for change?
Length: Minimum of 300 words to 500 words

Provided below is the context within which you can write your essay. You can discuss your
opinion based on your experience, observations in your country, at work or in school.

Context
In the last few decades, several efforts have been launched to close the gap between men and

women in terms of education, health, political participation, welfare and work. International agree-
ments like the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) have been
signed by many countries in the world. However, there are mixed results in bringing about concrete
changes in gender equality. Aside from government and the international community, individuals have
to contribute to these efforts

2. Photo section
- Maximum of 3 photos per person
- Should have a caption, which describes the photo and relevance to the theme.
- Should be original and of printable quality
- Photo should be original and taken within AIT or from field research
- Photo should be of good resolution for printing purposes
- Photo will be judged according to style, relevance and message

Deadline of submission is on 3 March 2008
Prizes:

We are giving away Baht 700 (cash prize) each to the first prize winners of the Essay & Photo sec-
tions.  Four runners-up will receive 400 Baht (cash prize) each. They will also be exhibited during an
event on March 8th at the Korea House.

Selected non-winning entries will receive certificates and will be published online.
Who may participate: The Essay / Photo sections are open to all AIT students. AIT staff may

submit entries for the Photo essay section only.
Submit your entries at to:

aitgenderiwd@ait.ac.th
aitgender@gmail.com

You may also submit printed essays at the GDS Dept., 2nd Floor, SERD Bldg.
"Be heard. Be seen.  Be a partner for change"

SO START GRABBING YOUR PENS AND TAKING SNAPS WITH YOUR CAM!!!
Your words and pictures matter!!

ISE Seminar on Focused Ion Beam Machining of Cell Culture Dish
The Industrial Systems Engineering Field of Study, School of Engineering and Technology,

will organize a seminar on Focused Ion Beam Machining of Cell Culture Dish by Dr. Mohammad Y.
Ali, Department of Manufacturing and Materials Engineering, Faculty of Engineering, International
Islamic University Malaysia, on Monday 3 March, from 1.30 - 2.30 p.m. at Room IE106, Chalerm
Prakiat Building.



ABSTRACT
Cell culture is one of the major tools in life sciences. In regular cell culture, cells are placed

into flat petri dishes made of glass or plastic. As the cells are strongly adhered to the dish, an enzyme
treatment is applied to stripe them. In case of nanopillar dish, the cells contact the heads of the pillars
then multiply by division supported on top of the nanopillars. The nanopillar structure enabled easy
subculture of the cells without conventional trypsinization where the cultured cells can be collected
simply by pipetting. However, it remains a challenge to fabricate high aspect ratio metallic or poly-
meric nanopillars of few hundred nanometer of diameter.

This research presents focused ion beam (FIB) maskless sputtering technique for the fabrica-
tion of nanopillars sheet to be used in cell culture dish. Nanopore sheet on metallic materials is also
machined using FIB which can be used as a master microtool for the mass production of polymer
nanopillars sheets by nanoprinting. The typical diameter and height of the nanopillars are 400 nm and
2 ?m respectively.

All ISE students are expected to attend.  Others are most welcome.

AIT's IntERLab to host the 10th Asia Pacific Next Generation Camp of APNG
AIT's Internet Education and Research Laboratory will host the 10th Asia Pacific Next Gen-

eration Camp of Asia Pacific Networking Group (APNG), to be held at AIT on 11-15 August 2008.
The theme is "APNG - ICT Vision from, by and for Next Generation".

Asia Pacific Networking Group (APNG) (http://www.apng.org/) is a non-profit Internet
organization dedicated to the advancement of networking infrastructure in the Asia Pacific region and
to the research and development of all associated enabling technologies. Its key mission, among
others is to contribute Internet Growth in the Asia Pacific (AP) through:
  a.. Learning its history in each country and experience from seniors;
  b.. Sharing information among community;
  c.. Empowering Next Generation (APNG) activity through APNG Camps;
  d.. Providing a venue and opportunity of discussion for developing countries; and
  e.. Challenging to create new Internet growth opportunity.

Today, APNG is the leading voice of Internet networking in the Asia Pacific Region. It has
spawned off several Asia Pacific organizations including Asia Pacific Network Information Center
(APNIC) and Asia Pacific Advanced Network (APAN).

Keeping the fact in our mind that the youth of today are the leaders of tomorrow, APNG and
its camp activities are not only empowering the Next Generation who has the power of developmental
assets and an innovative and fresh point of view on Internet Technology but also bonding and
strengthening relationship among senior leaders and the youth to share and discuss over perspectives
of today's Internet in Asia Pacific.

APNG's very first camp was held in Bangkok in 2002. Ever since its inception, nine camps had
been successfully organized. The most recent one was the 9th organized in Xi'an, China in conjunction
with 24th APAN Meeting. Celebrating the 10th APNG Camp is an important milestone in APNG
history.

Complete information on Call for Papers and Fellowship Program is available at: http://
www.apng.org/10thcamp.htm .

Anyone who has queries relating to 10th APNG Camp Fellowship Program, please feel free to
contact Ms. Suphitsara Boonrat (APNG Secretariat) at (0) 2524 6613 or apng-sec@apng.org .
(return to top of Bulletin)

A Conference on "An International Perspective on Environmental and Water Resources"
5-7 January 2009, Asian Institute of Technology (AIT) Conference Center
The Environmental and Water Resources Institute (EWRI) of the American Society of Civil

Engineers (ASCE) and AIT are organizing a conference on "An International Perspective on Environ-
mental and Water Resources" from 5-7 January 2009 at AIT Conference Center. This conference will
cover a wide variety of topics related to environmental and water resources. While technical sessions



will include topics on both developed and developing countries, much of the focus of this conference
will be on water resources and the environment in developing countries, especially in Asia and Africa.
The emphasis will be focused on global effect of regional issues and solutions.

Participants, including paper presenters and attendees, will include engineers, scientists, and
planners from all over the globe.

The conference committee is currently accepting abstracts for this conference.  Abstracts
should describe the theme and content of the proposed paper, should address one or more of the
conference topics and should be submitted online.  For a complete listing of conference topics, visit
the conference website at http://content.asce.org/conferences/thailand09/conference.html .

Proceedings and abstracts will be published and will be available for distribution at the confer-
ence.

Please note the key dates for abstract and paper submission:
Abstracts due:                   4 April 2008
Author Notification:         6 June 2008
Final Papers Due:             5 September 2008

108 Shop Expands Store On-campus
108 Shop will upgrade its store on campus. This includes installation of additional containers

for bigger selling area, renovation of floor and rearrangement of service areas.  Due to this upgrading,
a portion of the parking area will be temporarily closed starting midnight of 27 February until 13
March.  A makeshift 108 store will also be opened to continue serving the community.

108 Shop apologizes for any inconvenience this may cause and hopes to serve you better with
its upgrading.


